
 
 

2 The Grove, Kettering NN15 7QQ. Telephone 01536 512497 
Website: www.stedwardskettering.org.uk 

New Email: parish.stedwardkettering@northamptondiocese.org 
                                                               

Church Hall/ Upper Room Bookings: Contact Ewa on Thurs or Fri morning via 
parish.stedwardkettering@northamptondiocese.org or 01536 512497 

 
Parish Priest: Fr. Gregory Marchwiński. Assistant Priest: Fr. Ebin Thomas VC 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

7th Sunday of the Year                                                          20th February 2022 
 

 

MASS TIMES AT ST. EDWARD’S, KETTERING 

• Tuesday 10am   
• Wednesday 10am 
• Thursday 7pm.  This remains a Socially Distanced Mass.  All are welcome but 

we ask everyone to respect, that stewards will allocate your seats at a safer 
social distance for this Mass. 

• Friday 7pm. 
• Saturday Vigil Mass 6.30pm.   After Mass - confession on request 
• Sunday Early Mass 8.30am 
• Sunday Family Mass 10.30am  

MASS TIMES AT ST. NICHOLAS OWEN, BURTON LATIMER 

The First Sunday of every month – 9am.  

MASS TIMES AT HOLY TRINITY, DESBOROUGH 

The Second Sunday of every month – 9am.  

MASS TIMES AT ST. BERNADETTE’S ROTHWELL 

The Third Sunday of every month – 9am.  
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mailto:parish.stedwardkettering@northamptondiocese.org


MAKING A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
• Live streaming broadcasts of Mass from Northampton Cathedral at 

https://northamptondiocese.org/live/   
• Or in other church services via https://www.churchservices.tv/timetable/ 
• Sunday or Daily Readings: 

http://www.stedwardskettering.org.uk/spirituality/sunday-and-daily-readings/  
   

 
THIS WEEK’S INTENTIONS  

+Saturday,  
06.30 pm - Richard Ablett RIP 
+ Sunday 
08.30 am - Father Oko int. 
09.00 am - Rothwell - for the parish 
10.30 am - deceased members of the DeMello Family / - William Walsh RIP 
 
Monday 10.00 am - All the Souls in Purgatory / - Princy Augustine RIP                                                                                                                         
Tuesday 10.00 am - Melanie Burn RIP                                                                                                                   
Wednesday  08.30 am - For the Parish (No Mass at 10.00 am due to funerals) 
Thursday 07.00 pm - Kurt Gerndt RIP 
Friday  06.30 pm - Adoration, Confession on request and Benediction             
  07.00 pm - Richard Ablett RIP / - Linda Brazier RIP 
   
+Saturday,  
06.30 pm - Nuala Hammond RIP / - Paolo Messore RIP 
+ Sunday 
08.30 am - Teresa Antill, Saunders, Mannion and Blackman Families RIP 
09.00 am - Burton Latimer - 50th Anniversary Mass 
10.30 am - Linda Brazier RIP / - Madeline Tabangcura RIP 
 
To request a Mass Intention please send an email to:  
parish.stedwardkettering@northamptondiocese.org 

To respect people’s wishes, there has usually been only one Mass Intention per Mass (This Intention 
might encompass even several people, but it will have been requested by one individual). There are 
occasional instances though, when there need to be two separate Intentions at a Mass. When this 
arises, I would be grateful for your understanding. 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY DIED 

In our prayers, let us remember our deceased parishioners, family members and 
friends. Let us especially remember those who have recently passed away. 
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Tony Cassidy - His Requiem Mass will be held at St Edward’s Church on Tuesday 
22nd February at 12.30 pm. 
 
Dawn Moya Gardner - Her Funeral Service will be held at the Edgar Newman 
Chapel on Wednesday 23rd February at 10 am. 
 
John Antill - His Funeral Service will be held at the Albert Munn Chapel on 
Wednesday 23rd February at 12.30 pm. 
 
Linda Brazier - Her Requiem Mass will be held at St Edward’s Church on Thursday 
24th February at 10.30 am. 
 
Doreen Olechnowicz - Her Funeral Service will be held at St Nicholas Owen 
Church on Friday 25th February at 12.00 pm, followed by burial at Burton Latimer 
Cemetery at 1pm. 
 
Jolanta Swanston - Her Funeral Service will be held at the Edgar Newman Chapel 
on Tuesday 8th March at 2.00 pm. 
 
 
May Christ, the Good Shepherd welcome them and all who have died into the 
peace of eternal life and may He comfort their families in their time of grief.  
Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine, et lux perpetua luceat eis. Requiescant in 
pace. Amen. 
 

 

HOMILY 

 
The statue of King David near his tomb in Jerusalem. 

 

 

 



The 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C 

Love is the main theme of today’s Gospel too. Jesus’ words provoke us to reflect on 
what is the essence of true love?  
 

Read Fr. Gregory’s homily at: http://www.stedwardskettering.org.uk/20-february-
2022/  

 

 

 

CALLED TO GREATNESS 

 

The word ‘vocation’ comes from the Latin ‘vocare’ which means ‘to call’. The primary 
vocation which we all share is the vocation to holiness. We are called to follow Christ 
and be in relationship with him.  From the Pope to a new born – it’s the same call and 
equally compelling. 

A secondary vocation relates to our state of life. Some are called to priestly or religious 
life. Others to various forms of single life, maybe open to later possibilities, but for 
many of us this vocation is marriage.   
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Tertiary vocations relate to our occupations – such as teaching, writing, nursing, etc. 
These may be a lifelong vocation or may change over time but what all vocations have 
in common is God’s purpose.  For example, by teaching others, no matter what subject 
or faith is present, it’s a vocation to proclaim God’s love to the students through the 
teacher’s desire to help them achieve.  While we have the choice to respond to a 
vocational call or ignore it, most believe that their ‘vocation’ chose them, rather than 
the other way around.  There is great joy in ‘finding one’s vocation’ and it drives within 
us a dedication and commitment to living it out.  

Churches are thankfully now receiving requests for weddings again, following the 
various restrictions during the pandemic.  Catholic marriage, the most common lived 
vocation in the Church, increasingly stands as a radical alternative to the values of the 
common culture - different to religious life or priesthood in today’s culture, but just as 
radical.  Catholic married couples forgo many things our culture views as inalienable 
rights - personal autonomy/independence and sexual freedom for example.  We forgo 
these, not as some sacrificial burden but because that is integral to the very essence 
of our vocation.  In doing so, our radical self-donation to each other becomes a lived 
human witness to God’s love for each of us, as discussed in last Sunday’s reflection. 

When we think of those in religious and priestly vocations, we naturally expect them 
to have life practices and disciplines that help them grow in their vocation. The same 
applies to married couples, but how many of us think about spiritual exercises for the 
married?  (click on that link to watch a short video on how practices from religious life 
can be adapted for the married couple.) 

Whether married, in a relationship, in our own family or with our best friends, here is a 
challenging question for us: “What have I done for our relationship today?”  Would we 
answer that question any better if we swapped “today” for “this week” or “this month”?  
All too often our answer might be “not much”.   

Last week we had Valentine’s Day so maybe we are in the mood to commit to a new 
habit? Ask yourself each day “What will I do for my relationship today”?  We could, for 
instance, get into the habit of affirming our loved ones.  Humans are quite good at 
criticising but less good at speaking gratitude for the little helps and favours by which 
others show us care and love.  At the end of each day, why not tell your loved one or 
best friend what pleased you about them during the day?  (e.g., “I really appreciated 
your thoughtfulness in picking my parcel up.  It saved me so much time on my hectic 
day.”).   

Big or small – whatever we do to nourish our relationships and friendships – our 
families, communities and the world will benefit from the collective efforts of the largest 
vocational group in our Church. 

 

 
 

http://www.stedwardskettering.org.uk/our-gift-of-self/
https://staging7.smartloving.org/spiritual-practices-in-marriage/
https://staging7.smartloving.org/spiritual-practices-in-marriage/


HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO ST. NICHOLAS OWEN COMMUNITY! 

 
 
We are approaching the golden anniversary of the opening of St. Nicholas Owen 
Church which will be on March 2nd 2022 which is also Ash Wednesday this year. I 
would like to invite you to an extra Mass to celebrate the opening; and to give thanks 
to the community on Sunday 27th February 2022 at 9 am. We will pray for all those 
who built and sustained the community by their prayers, work and generosity during 
the past fifty years. If parishioners would like to share their memories and 
photographs, they will be very welcome. You are invited for coffee and a special cake 
after Mass. 
 
 

THINKING ABOUT ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENT 
 

 
 
 

 



This year, Ash Wednesday falls on the 2nd March. On that day there will be two 
Masses – at 10.00 am and 7 pm at St Edward’s. There will be an additional Mass in 
Desborough at 5.30 pm. 
 
 

 
 

 
Since Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent, I would like to encourage each 
community to organise the Stations of the Cross each Friday. I would need a volunteer 
from each community, who would be prepared to coordinate a rota of readers to lead 
the Lenten prayers. Please email me if you would like to volunteer as a coordinator in 
your community. As soon as we have coordinators from each outlying church 
community, we will then be able to invite volunteers to read. I am sure that you will be 
able to find interesting and worthwhile reflections. Here is a list of dates and times for 
the Stations of the Cross.   
 
Friday 4th March at 6 pm 
Friday 11th March at 6 pm 
Friday 18th March at 6 pm 
Friday 25th March at 6 pm 
Friday 1st April at 6 pm 
Friday 8th April at 6 pm 
Good Friday 15th April at 3 pm  
 
Kettering - Anne R. will coordinate at St Edward’s (if you wish to lead, please email 
the office and we will pass your willingness to Anne). 
 
Desborough - The Stations of the Cross will be at 5 pm. If you would like to volunteer 
as a reader, please email the parish office or contact Joe B. directly. 
 
We are still waiting for volunteers in Burton Latimer and Rothwell. 
 
Father Ebin and I hope to join each community at least once for the Stations of the 
Cross. 
 



 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 
 

 
 

Thanks to the previous volunteers we have had in the past a very active and vibrant 
children’s Liturgy group. We wish to restart the group on April 24th. However, we need 
more volunteers to support this venture. Training and support will be given by a very 
friendly group. If you are interested, please contact the parish office.  

 

CAFOD AT ST EDWARD’S PARISH 
CAFOD VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!! 

In recent years the work of CAFOD within a parish as evolved. There is the potential 
for a number of strands: -  

Charity Fundraising, e.g., Harvest and Lenten Fast Days/ Emergency Appeals e.g. to 
support specific regions which have suffered from natural disasters.  

Environmental awareness/ climate change issues/ Fair Trade concerns / to be 
informed ourselves and to inform others.  

Political/ writing to MPs to express concerns regarding particular issues/ signing 
petitions etc.  

All the above is too much for one person and so we need a Parish CAFOD Team to 
become vibrant and active part of the parish and the wider community. The Diocesan 
Coordinator and her team will support us as we form and develop. CAFOD Volunteers 
do not need to give a set number of hours per week. It is as much and as often as the 
occasion requires e.g., Emergency Appeals. It might be advantageous to have regular 
meetings, perhaps once a month while the CAFOD team is forming. If you are 
interested in becoming an Active CAFOD Volunteer or a known CAFOD supporter 
please contact the parish office. 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

Are you looking for a way to be involved in our St Edward’s community? Would you 
like to raise money for CAFOD to spend helping some of the poorest communities in 
the world? Can you walk about 5 km a day? Join Team St Edwards in the Walk 
against Hunger this Lent.  

Come on, friends! There must be some of you out there who can do this. Don’t worry, 
you don’t have to walk with the others from the parish; go with your own friends and 
family. Visit https://www.justgiving.com/team/stedwardkettering to the team page, 
where people can add themselves to the team if they want, or to sponsor the walkers. 

  
 

MARIAN CONSECRATION 

 

As the pandemic was beginning in 2020, many people picked up this pamphlet in 
church. I just wanted to remind you, that if you would like to prepare for Marian 
Consecration once more, you need to start on the 20th February to complete your 33 
Days for the Feast of the Annunciation, which is on the 25th March. 
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BAPTISMAL PREPARATION 

Parents who would like their children to be baptised are invited to attend Baptismal 
Preparation on the first Monday of the month at 7 pm at St Edward's Church. The 
next meeting will be on the 7th March. 

 

REGISTRATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
The Sacramental Preparation class for Holy Communion is full. The next Registration 
for First Holy Communion will be on Saturday January 7th 2023 in the parish hall at 
9am. 
 

 

REGISTRATION FOR CONFIRMATION 
Registration for the Sacrament of Confirmation will take place on Friday 22nd April 2022 
in the Upper Room of the Parish Hall at 6pm. This is for students, who are aged 11 
and above. 
 
 

DIOCESE OF NORTHAMPTON LITURGY COMMISSION - 
LITURGICAL FORMATION 

 
The God Who Speaks – Our Liturgy of the Word 

A Series of online Zoom Sessions exploring the upcoming Lectionary Readings and 
Seasons of the Liturgical Year. A valuable opportunity to develop our engagement 
with the Scriptures that we hear proclaimed at the Liturgy of the Word at Mass. 

 
Led by the Liturgical Formation Team with presentations by Liz Clark, Fr Allan Jones 
CRIC, Mgr Kevin McGinnell & Fr Andrew Behrens 

Wednesday 23 February 2022, (7.30-8.30pm) 

 Preparing for Lent 

Wednesday 6 April 2022, (7.30-8.30pm)  

Preparing for the Triduum  

Wednesday 20 April 2022, (7.30-8.30pm) 

 Celebrating Eastertide 

 

 

 



Each session will include input, prayer and the opportunity to make comments and 
ask questions. 

Cost: No charge but there will be the opportunity to make a donation 

Please register in advance to secure a place by e mail or phone: email 
admin@nores.org.uk or phone: 01582 723312 (ext 1) Once your booking is received 
you will be sent details of how to join the online Zoom sessions. Thank you. 

 

 

WEEKLY MASS ARRANGEMENTS 

Whilst many of you will be pleased about some return to normality, I ask you to 
understand that many parishioners are concerned about lifting restrictions when 
infections are rising rapidly. Despite vaccinations we can still become infected, 
perhaps unwell or pass the virus on unknowingly. I ask you to be respectful of other 
people’s concerns and to act on ways we might consider others.  So, in all our 
churches, I urge you to: 

 Please continue to wear face masks, unless exempt, as they can reduce 
the fall of viral droplets in one’s breath onto others nearby.  Medical 
advice is still that face coverings are worn in enclosed spaces. 

 Kindly consider not sitting directly behind or right next to another person 
not from your household if possible.  Please give them space. 

 Consider whether it is putting the person in front of you at risk if you 
kneel close up behind them. 

 Continue to sanitise your hands upon entering the church, for your 
protection and to reduce passing infection through touch. 

 Not come to church if you are at all unwell.  Positive cases identified by 
NHS Test and Trace will still be legally required to self-isolate.  Live 
streaming will still be available online from many churches. 
 

Stewards will still be on hand to assist you if required, to ensure good ventilation 
during mass and cleaning afterwards.   

Communion will continue to be under one kind onto the hand and will still need to 
follow an orderly spaced pattern, assisted by stewards.  Currently we have decided 
that singing if any will only be done by up to six choir members at the Family Mass 
when available, at other Masses there may be instrumental music.  When infection 
levels reduce, and with face masks worn, we may gradually phase in congregational 
singing. 

Holy water stoops cannot as yet be refilled.  For the collection, I will place two 
baskets on the altar steps for donations given at Communion, also one in the rear 
porch if entrance donations are more convenient.  The Sign of Peace remains 

 



suspended as it is not an integral part of the Mass, and its omission will help to 
reduce physical contact between people during the celebration. 

The (socially distanced) Thursday Evening Mass need not now be booked but will 
retain distancing to create a safer space for any parishioners who, because of their 
personal circumstances, remain worried about attending large indoor gatherings.  At 
this Mass, open to all, communion will be brought to you (receiving by hand only) 
in your seats at the normal time in the liturgy.  Remember, it is still currently 
permitted to attend on a weekday as if for Sunday.   

 

ST EDWARD’S PARISH FACEBOOK GROUPS 

The Parish of St. Edward, RC Church, Kettering. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2762598427183322/ 

St. Nicholas Owen Catholic Church - Burton Latimer. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/809856073037388/ 

 

PARISH CALL AND CARE 
The Parish is continuing with its “Parish Call and Care scheme” to support isolated 

and elderly parishioners.  If you are someone who would like to receive calls, from a 
fellow parishioner, or know of someone who you feel would appreciate such a call, 

please contact Fr Gregory in the first instance on 01536 512497 or email 
parish.stedwardkettering@northamptondiocese.org with your name and phone 
number (and if you are recommending anybody else to receive such calls, their 

name and phone number). 

 

 

USEFUL LINKS 
National Domestic Abuse Helpline 0808 2000 247 

Refuge website https://www.refuge.org.uk/ 

Kettering Foodbank  1 Horse Market, Unit 1B, Kettering, NN16 0DG (side entrance at the 
top of Market Street) Tel. 07709 741353   https://www.ketteringfoodbank.org/  

A list of free food outlets in Kettering (updated September 23rd, 2021): 
http://www.stedwardskettering.org.uk/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/2021/09/Kettering-Food-Outlets-Virus-Update-no31.pdf  

Mary’s meals https://youtu.be/IlgBlXrVJzw 

Right to Life https://righttolife.org.uk 
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Media Websites which may be of interest 

• La Civilta Cattolica 
• Radio Maria England 
• www.universecatholicweekly.co.uk 

Redundancy Coaching  http://www.vitaeopus.co.uk  provides free online 
information and advice about Job Hunting, Self-Employment and Active Retirement 
for Parishioners adversely affected workwise by the pandemic.  Please pass the link 
on to anyone who may find it useful. 

----------------------------------------------- 

Safe Spaces 
We welcome contact from anyone hurt by abuse, whether that be through your 
experience within the Church or elsewhere. Safe Spaces is a free and independent 
support service, providing a confidential, personal and safe space for anyone who 
has been abused through their relationship with either the Church of England or the 
Catholic Church in England and Wales. 
SafeguardingAdmin@northamptondiocese.com 

Please visit and read the autumn newsletter:   Safe Spaces November  

Please have a look at this page from the Northampton Diocese website: 
Northampton Diocese Resources which gives further information and contact details. 
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WEEKLY DONATIONS 
There are several ways of donating  

Online This can be done via the Diocesan website which can be found at 
https://northamptondiocese.org/ .  Scroll down to find the ‘Donate’ button and follow 
the instructions on the Catholic Diocese of Northampton Virgin money giving page. 
By indicating in the notes section of the donate page that the donation is for "St. 
Edward's Kettering" your donation will go into our parish account with the diocese, 
and will at the same time help our diocese as a whole.  Please note that there is the 
facility to Gift Aid any donation to your parish if you are a taxpayer.  Thank you for 
any help you can give. 

• Standing Order via your own bank. Alternatively, you can set up a standing 
order for donations to your parish using your online bank account. The 
information required to make the donation is as follows.  Bank; NatWest Sort 
Code; 60-06-11 Account Name; 46898093 Account Name; Northampton 
Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Payment Ref; St. Edward's, Kettering  

• Make a donation to your own parish over the phone - The Diocesan 
Finance office has now introduced ‘Giving Tuesday’. Each ‘Tuesday’ between 
10.00am and 4.00pm, a member of the finance team will be available at 
Bishop’s House to take your calls to donate to your parish community over the 
telephone. To donate simply call 01604 712065 with your debit or credit card 
details. (If you get the answering machine just leave your name and number 
NOT bank details and you will be called back). When you get through you will 
be asked for your name & address, your parish, envelope number (if you have 
one) and gift aid status. You can make one-off catch-up donations or regular 
weekly or monthly payments, on any Tuesday until further notice. 

• You can also support the Parish by making a donation through the 
letterbox of the presbytery at any time. 

 
 

DONATION THROUGH BOXED ENVELOPES 
 

The Collection Counters have noticed that some Parishioners have been unable to 
collect their boxes of envelopes and are placing their donations in a plain envelope,  
Please could Parishioners make sure that if they do this, their Box Number Only is 
written on the plain envelope to aid confidentiality. 
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