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2nd SUNDAY OF EASTER (DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY)                  11th April, 2021 
 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Keep an eye on the Vatican News channel for live streaming of events. 
https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html 

 
Please join us in saying a Spiritual Communion at:  
http://www.stedwardskettering.org.uk/when-mcannot-be-celebrated-publicly-making-
a-spiritual-communion/ 

Or visit live streaming broadcasts of Mass from Northampton Cathedral at 
https://northamptondiocese.org/live/ 

Or in other church services via https://www.churchservices.tv/timetable/ 

Sunday or Daily Readings: 
http://www.stedwardskettering.org.uk/spirituality/sunday-and-daily-readings/  
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THIS WEEK’S INTENTIONS  

Mass intentions for the next week: 
 
Saturday - 6.30 pm - Lizzie Brady RIP 
Sunday - 8.30 am - Father Owen O'Neil RIP  / 10.30 am - Gribben and McAnally 
families / 3.00 pm - Divine Mercy Service  
Monday - Lorraine Thornley and husband, Nip Thornley RIP  
Tuesday - 10.00 am - Mick Brody RIP 
Wednesday - Neil Parker RIP 
Thursday - Marie Tite 
Friday - 7.00 pm -  
Saturday - 6.30 pm - For the Parish and especially for Fr Ebin 

 



Sunday - 8.30 am -   / 10.30 am - Relatives of O'Neil and McCarthy families RIP 
 
To request a Mass Intention please send an email to: 
parish@stedwardskettering.org.uk  
 

 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY DIED 

In our prayers, let us remember our deceased parishioners, family members and 
friends.  

Let us especially remember those who have recently passed away. 
 
David Ginger (94) - His funeral service will be held at Kettering Crematorium on 
Tuesday, 20th April at 2.30 pm. 
Father Tony Whitfield - His requiem Mass will be held at St Brendan's Parish in 
Corby on Tuesday, 27th April at 10.00 am 
Fr Owen O'Neil - Retired parish priest from Market Harborough. Fr Owen died on 
Saturday morning, 10th April. 
 

Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh 
 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols writes........“At this moment of sadness and loss we pray 
for the repose of the soul of Prince Philip, Her Majesty the Queen’s faithful and loyal 
husband. We pray for the Queen and all of the Royal Family.   How much we will 
miss Prince Philip’s presence and character, so full of life and vigour. He has been 
an example of steadfast loyalty and duty cheerfully given. May he rest in peace.” 
 
May Christ, the Good Shepherd welcome them and all who have died into the 
peace of eternal life and may He comfort their families in their time of grief.  
Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine, et lux perpetua luceat eis. Requiescant in 
pace. Amen. 
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MESSAGE FROM FR. GREGORY 

 
I am very delighted that today, on Divine Mercy Sunday, I can share with you one 
wonderful news. 
 
Last Thursday I had the privilege and honour of welcoming to our parish Bishop 
Joseph, Bishop of the Indian Eparchy in Great Britain, and Father Ebin who has 
been appointed the new assistant priest to our parish.  
 
Father Ebin will assist me with my pastoral responsibilities within St Edward's parish 
but will also look after the Syro-Malabar communities in Kettering and Northampton.  
Please keep Father Ebin in your prayers that his ministry - with the help of God's 
grace - will be a real blessing to all of us.  
 
Thank you very much for all the Easter wishes I have received from you, for so many 
cards, for your kindness and generosity. 
I appreciate all of this very much. 
Fr Gregory 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

HOMILY FOR DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 2021 
 

 

 



For today’s second Sunday of Easter which we celebrate as Divine Mercy Sunday, 
we’ve got a very interesting reading and an even more interesting picture of the 
Apostles. It is hard to believe that this is the same group of Jesus' disciples who - in 
some way - had already experienced Jesus’ Resurrection, because - as we heard a 
week ago - the women told them straight away about the empty tomb. So, the 
apostles had already witnessed the joy and astonishment on the faces of many 
people. However, we just heard that the door to the Upper Room was still locked and 
the hearts of the disciples were still very frightened… 

 Read more on St. Edward’s website www.stedwardskettering.org.uk  

 

 

 

AN EXTRAORDINARY GRACE 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY April 11 
 

After many years of investigation, Saint Pope John-Paul II canonised Sr. 
Faustina and instigated this day as  “a day of graces for sinners ”,  re-stating 
Jesus promise of “complete forgiveness of sins AND any punishment due”.  “ 
This is equal to the grace we receive in baptism.  It offers a completely new 
beginning ”, he said. 

The selection of this Sunday by our Lord indicates that Jesus sees a strict 
connection between the paschal mystery of our redemption and this feast: it is 
designed that we contemplate on that day the mystery of Redemption as the 
greatest revelation of Divine Mercy towards us.  Saint Faustina also took note of this 
connection when in 1935 she wrote: “I see now that the work of Redemption is 
bound up with the work of Mercy that the Lord desires” (1,37). 
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Jesus asks that the Feast of Mercy be preceded by a Novena.  He said. “By this (the 
Chaplet) novena I will grant souls all possible graces” (II 197). The words “all 
possible graces” mean that people making this novena can obtain every sort of 
divine blessing they ask for regardless of whether they pray for graces for 
themselves or for others.  Jesus asked that the feast be celebrated solemnly, that is, 
as a liturgical feast of the Church Universal. He expressed two wishes: firstly, the 
image of the Divine Mercy is to be ceremoniously blessed on this feast and 
liturgically venerated (1, 142).  Secondly, “On that day priests are to speak to souls 
about this great and unfathomable Mercy of Mine” (II,40). 

The evidence of the unimaginable mercy of His human heart is (above all) His 
Passion, for he wants “that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, 
and especially for poor sinners.”   There is no other means of drawing graces from 
the well spring of Mercy but through trust, an unwavering and fervent attitude of trust 
in Jesus.  

The most singular grace which Jesus attached to the celebration of this feast was 
“The soul that will go to confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain 
complete forgiveness of sins and punishment” (II.138). This extraordinary grace 
promised by Jesus is something greater by far than a plenary indulgence as it is very 
much akin to the grace of Baptism. 

The Sacramental grace of Baptism received by an adult is not only the removal of 
original sin but is also the forgiveness of all personal sins and any punishment due to 
them.  So the soul cleansed on the Feast of Mercy is like the soul of one newly 
baptised in the promises mentioned.  However, Christ joined this to the Holy 
communion received on the Feast of Mercy, raising this to the rank of a second 
Baptism.  It is obvious that in order to effect the complete forgiveness of sin and 
punishment, the Holy Communion on the Feast of Mercy must not only be a worthy 
one, but in fact, must also be the expression of the fulfilment of the basic 
requirement of the Divine Mercy Devotion. At the moment there is dispensation that 
this can be a Spiritual Communion but communion unworthily received, or not 
accompanied by trust in the Divine Mercy and by some deed of mercy toward one’s 
neighbour, would be a contradiction of the Devotion.  

Jesus did not limit His generosity on the Feast of Mercy exclusively to this most 
extraordinary grace. On the contrary, Jesus declared that “on that day the very 
depths of My tender mercy are open; I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those 
souls who will approach the fount of My mercy ... On that day all the divine 
floodgates through which graces flow are opened”. Therefore, Let no soul fear to 
draw near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet,” (11,138). 

From these words of Christ it is evident that he fervently desires the Feast of Mercy 
to be an unusually effective refuge for all people, especially sinners.  The 
incomparable effectiveness of this refuge is manifested in three ways:  



Firstly, through its universality. All people, even those who hitherto never had 
devotion to the Divine Mercy (even sinners who repent on the day of the Feast itself) 
can participate to the fullest extent in all the graces which Jesus prepared for this 
feast. 

Secondly, on this day Jesus not only wishes to shower people with saving graces for 
eternal life, but also with temporal blessings for this life, since He said: “Mankind will 
have no peace until it turns (as to a source of help) to the fount of My mercy” (II.138).  
Especially relevant in the midst of a modern day plague! 

Thirdly, all graces and benefits are this day accessible to everyone so long as they 
are asked for with great trust. Christ did not attach such an extraordinary abundance 
of benefits and graces to any other form of the devotion.  

Don’t forget also the importance of saying the chaplet for the dying...... Jesus said 
“..when they say this chaplet in the presence of the dying, I will stand between my 
Father and the dying person, not as a just judge but as the merciful Saviour”. 

(This adapted analysis by Canon Ignacy Rozycki, Doctor of Dogmatic Theology, was 
approved by St.John Paul II and the Sacred Congregation for the faith.) 

 

 

IN THE STUDIO – Ages 11-18 

Thursday 15th April, 8-9pm YouTube Channel  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNfpZFbsLvLKJbzzkn8Y5JQ 

Thursday 15th April the NYMO team will be back In the Studio for their online 
event for young people! 
 
With the usual mix of fun, worship, silliness and prayer, this night is not to be missed! 
With usual segments like Grill the Priest and NYMO's online Quiz they will also have 
inspiring talks and moving times of prayer! 
 
The evening will premiere on their YouTube channel from 8pm-9pm and is open to 
all aged 11-18. So come along and chat with others in the comments, be inspired by 
our guests and see just what God wants to say to you this Easter season! 
 
To watch along simply make sure you are on the YouTube channel 'luxnymo' at 8pm 
on Thursday  
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BOOKING ARRANGEMENTS FOR MASS 
Tuesday 10am.   Friday 7pm.   Saturday 6.30pm.   Sunday 8.30am. & 10.30am  

The obligation to attend Sunday Masses continues to be suspended. Do not worry if 
you currently prefer not to attend Mass in church at all during these strange times as 
permission is still granted for Spiritual Communion via live streaming, details of 
which can be found at the Catholic Bishop’s Conference website:  
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/our-work/health-social-care/coronavirus-
guidelines/online-mass-directory/  This directory aims to provide links to Live 
Catholic Masses online.  Alternatively for Masses across UK and Ireland, visit 
https://www.churchservices.tv/timetable/ or https://www.CatholicDirectory.org  

PLEASE CONTINUE TO BOOK YOUR PLACES AT MASS 

Although we do our best to accommodate anyone who arrives at church without 
booking, we have recently had to turn a few of these people away as our maximum 
capacity under current restrictions had been reached. We are really unhappy to have 
to do this, so we ask that everyone books their place. 

• Call the dedicated phone number – 0739 6606 881 Monday or Wednesday 
9.30am-12 noon or Thursday evening 6-8pm only. Please do not call outside of 
these times and don’t call the presbytery in order to book your Mass. Please do not 
text your booking requirements as these cannot be confirmed.  Text facility can 
only be used to notify CANCELLATION of your booking.   

• Only one Mass can now be booked in any one weekend and bookings can be 
taken to cover two weeks only. If the Mass is full you will be offered the next 
available Mass.  

• To reserve your seat, you will be asked for your name, phone number and the 
number of people in your household for whom you are booking. This is for NHS 
Track & Trace and also enables us to contact you if we have advance warning of a 
Mass having to be cancelled.  

• Please give your booking as quickly as possible, to free up the busy booking line!  

  

 
 

NEW BOX SETS OF GIVING ENVELOPES 2021/22 
 
The boxes of Giving Envelopes for the year commencing 2nd May 2021 are now 
available. They may be collected from St Edward's Church by Parishioners who 
attend church services from Palm Sunday and subsequent weeks .  
 
On arrival at church could you please give your name to the Steward's on duty, who 
will then give you the correct box allocated, please note that you are not allowed to 
select your own box as you would normally have done in previous years as we still 
all have to abide by the current Covid regulations to keep us safe. 
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Any Parishioner who is unable to collect from St Edward's Church during the Easter 
Period is kindly requested to collect their box from the Presbytery at 2, The Grove, 
Kettering when they are able to do so. 
 
May we take this opportunity to once again thank all Parishioners for their continued 
financial support in these difficult times. 

 
 

GIFT AID DECLARATIONS 
 
To all Parishioners who have made out a Gift Aid Declaration in the past few years. If 
your situation has now changed e.g. change of address, or you are no longer a Tax 
payer etc, then please let us know so that we can update the information. 
 
The Parish really appreciates your contribution in this scheme as the Gift Aid 
Declaration you provide makes a real difference to the income our Parish receives.    
 
If Parishioners who have not Gift Aided their donations and can meet the current 
Tax rules would like to Gift Aid, please let us know. 
 
To advise us of any changes or make an enquiry then you can email the Parish 
Office parish@stedwardskettering.org.uk  or put a note through the Presbytery Door 
for the attention of Nigel Hinson. Any correspondence will be treated in the strictest 
confidence at all times. 
 
Many thanks indeed. 
 
Nigel and Marilyn Hinson - Parish Gift Aid Voluntary Administrators 
 

 

INFORMATION REGARDING SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
 
Advice given to the parish from the Diocese following advice from the Bishops’ 
Conference of England and Wales is that sacramental preparation sessions are 
suspended while the current regulations are in place.  
 
Therefore, sacramental preparation sessions in this parish will not take place until 
the lockdown eases. We will update you as soon as we receive new instructions.  
 
Thank you for your understanding. 
Fr Gregory 
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ST EDWARD’S PARISH -  THE PARISH COMMUNITY  

FACEBOOK GROUP  
 

The Parish of St. Edward, RC Church, Kettering. Find the facebook group at:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2762598427183322/ 

Come join our Parish Facebook group. Stay in touch with what is happening in St. 
Edward’s Parish and with what is going on in the wider Catholic community around 
the world.   

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2762598427183322/


PARISH CALL AND CARE 
 
The Parish is continuing with its “Parish Call and Care scheme” to support isolated 
and elderly parishioners.  If you are someone who would like to receive calls, from a 
fellow parishioner, or know of someone who you feel would appreciate such a call, 
please contact Fr Gregory in the first instance on 01536 512497 or email 
parish@stedwardskettering.org.uk with your name and phone number (and if you 
are recommending anybody else to receive such calls, their name and phone 
number).  
  
 

USEFUL LINKS 
National Domestic Abuse Helpline 0808 2000 247 

Refuge website https://www.refuge.org.uk/ 

Kettering Foodbank  1 Horse Market, Unit 1B, Kettering, NN16 0DG (side entrance at the 
top of Market Street) Tel. 07709 741353   https://www.ketteringfoodbank.org/  

"The Corona Kitchen", a hot food takeaway at Corn Market Hall on London Road 
serves from 4pm to 5.00pm on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.  
http://www.stedwardskettering.org.uk/corona-kitchen/  
 
A list of free food outlets in Kettering (updated mid-February, 2021) can be found on 
our website here: http://www.stedwardskettering.org.uk/corona-kitchen/  

 

 

 

WEEKLY DONATIONS 

 
Some parishioners have asked how they can maintain their donations which would 
normally be given via the collection plate.  It is true that church income will 
significantly reduce as a result of the current arrangements for socially distanced 
public liturgies.  While I will endeavour to keep parish outgoings as low as possible, 
please could I ask those parishioners who can afford it at this time, and do not 
currently give by Standing Order, to consider donating online.   

There are several ways of donating during Covid-19 so that you do not need to leave 
home:  

• Online This can be done via the Diocesan website which can be found at 
https://northamptondiocese.org/ .  Scroll down to find the ‘Donate’ button and 
follow the instructions on the Catholic Diocese of Northampton Virgin money 
giving page. By indicating in the notes section of the donate page that the 
donation is for "St. Edward's Kettering" your donation will go into our parish 
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account with the diocese, and will at the same time help our diocese as a 
whole.  Please note that there is the facility to Gift Aid any donation to your 
parish if you are a taxpayer.  Thank you for any help you can give. 

• Standing Order via your own bank. Alternatively, you can set up a standing 
order for donations to your parish using your online bank account. The 
information required to make the donation is as follows.  Bank; NatWest Sort 
Code; 60-06-11  Account Name; 46898093  Account Name; Northampton 
Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Payment Ref; St. Edward's, Kettering  

• Make a donation to your own parish over the phone - The Diocesan 
Finance office has now introduced ‘Giving Tuesday’. Each ‘Tuesday’ between 
10.00am and 4.00pm, a member of the finance team will be available at 
Bishop’s House to take your calls to donate to your parish community over the 
telephone. To donate simply call 01604 712065 with your debit or credit card 
details. (If you get the answering machine just leave your name and number 
NOT bank details  and you will be called back). When you get through you will 
be asked for your name & address, your parish, envelope number (if you have 
one) and gift aid status. You can make one-off catch-up donations or regular 
weekly or monthly payments, on any Tuesday until further notice. 

• You can also support the Parish by making a donation through the 
letterbox of the presbytery at any time. 
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