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 Fifth Sunday of the Year                                          7th February, 2021 
 

 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Keep an eye on the Vatican News channel for live streaming of events. 
https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html 

 

 

 

 

 
Please join us in saying a Spiritual Communion at:  
http://www.stedwardskettering.org.uk/when-mcannot-be-celebrated-publicly-making-
a-spiritual-communion/ 

Or visit live streaming broadcasts of Mass from Northampton Cathedral at 
https://northamptondiocese.org/live/ 

Or in other church services via https://www.churchservices.tv/timetable/ 

Sunday or Daily Readings: 
http://www.stedwardskettering.org.uk/spirituality/sunday-and-daily-readings/  
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Pre-Booked Masses are Scheduled for the Following Times 

Tuesday mornings at 10am 

Friday evenings at 7pm 

Saturday Vigil at 6.30pm 

Sundays at 8.30am and 10.30am 

  

To attend Mass at St. Edward’s please book a seat in advance. 
 

Please call our dedicated phone number – 

0739 6606 881 
Line opens Monday and Wednesday 9.30am -12. Thursday evening 6 - 8pm only. 
The telephone will not be manned at other times. 

Please note that the obligation to attend Sunday Masses continues to be suspended.  
Permission is still granted for Spiritual Communion via live streaming if you prefer not 
to attend Mass in church.  https://www.churchservices.tv/timetable/  

Funerals will continue but can only be attended by a maximum of 30 people and it is 
advised that only close friends and family attend. Social distancing should be 
maintained between people who do not live together or share a support bubble and 
stewarding is required. 

Under Tier 4 regulations, we cannot meet parishioners inside the presbytery 
unfortunately.  Please telephone or email instead. 

  

 

THIS WEEK’S INTENTIONS  

Mass intentions for the next week: 
 
Saturday - 6.30pm - Catherine Kiernan RIP 
Sunday - 8.30am - Julie Gerndt RIP / 10.30am - Jinsy and Philomina Thottam int. 
Monday - Deacon Les Allday RIP 
Tuesday - 10.00am - Sidney and Maude Munton RIP / 11.00am Requiem Mass for 
Martin O'Hara RIP 
Wednesday - Martin O'Hara RIP 
Thursday - Joyce Clare RIP 
Friday - 7.00pm - Fr John Britto, thanksgiving  
Saturday - 6.30pm - Harry Irwin RIP 
Sunday - 8.30am Pearl Sherrett RIP / 10.30am Martin O'Hara RIP 
 
To request a Mass Intention please send an email to: 
parish@stedwardskettering.org.uk  
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MESSAGE FROM FR GREGORY 
 
 

 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES 
 

Tuesday/Wednesday - 16/17th February 
 

Tuesday (Vigil Mass) at 6.30pm 
Ash Wednesday at 9.30am and 7.00pm. 

 
Please call our dedicated phone number to book on Monday and Wednesday 

9.30am -12. Thursday evening 6 - 8pm only. 

0739 6606 881 
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY DIED 

In our prayers, let us remember our deceased parishioners, family members and 
friends.  

Let us especially remember those who have recently passed away. 
 
Martin O'Hara - His Requiem Mass will be held at St Edward's Church on Tuesday, 
9th February at 11.00am. 

 

 



Nick Drake-Lee - His funeral will take place where Nick lived and spent the last 
years of his life. 
Frank Clifford Byrne - His funeral will be held at Kingsthorpe Cemetery in 
Northampton on Friday, 12th February at 10.00am. 
Father Giles Goward, Rector of St Marys College, Oscott - RIP   
Elizabeth "Betty" Coogan - RIP 
Paul Bialek – RIP 
Giuseppe Labruzzo - RIP 
 
 
May Christ, the Good Shepherd welcome them and all who have died into the 
peace of eternal life and may He comfort their families in their time of grief.  
Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine, et lux perpetua luceat eis. Requiescant in 
pace. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ONLINE  SUPPORT  FOR  STRESSED  RELATIONSHIPS 

For some couples, the experience of lock down and tiered restrictions has caused many 
strains within the household, with counselling services increasingly providing online facilities. 
Sadly, there has been an increase both in couples seeking divorce and in restraining orders 
being issued. Additionally, couples preparing for marriage have had to navigate the stress 
and disappointment of seeing their wedding plans in ruins, not knowing when they may be 

 



able to marry, or they choose to give up long held dreams in favour of a much smaller 
event.  Smart Loving is a not-for-profit confidential service which may be able to help! 

Already providing our parish with marriage preparation, their BreakThrough course may 
help.  

Identify your conflict triggers by learning strategies to de-escalate an argument and find 
constructive ways to re-establish connection. Available anywhere, anytime, the course is 
completely private and doesn’t require your spouse to participate. And it’s subsidised during 
these times of lockdown by a generous diocesan donor. Restore hope for your relationship 
and visit this link www.smartloving.org/bto-uk to get the subsidy. 

It's all done online and you don't have to talk to anyone. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR THE XXIX WORLD DAY OF 
THE SICK 
 

11 February 2021 
 

“You have but one teacher and you are all brothers” (Mt 23:8). 
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A trust-based relationship to guide care for the sick 
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
The celebration of the XXIX World Day of the Sick on 11 February 2021, the liturgical 
memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Lourdes, is an opportunity to devote special 
attention to the sick and to those who provide them with assistance and care both in 
healthcare institutions and within families and communities. We think in particular of 
those who have suffered, and continue to suffer, the effects of the worldwide 
coronavirus pandemic. To all, and especially to the poor and the marginalized, I 
express my spiritual closeness and assure them of the Church’s loving concern. 
 
1. The theme of this Day is drawn from the Gospel passage in which Jesus criticizes 
the hypocrisy of those who fail to practise what they preach (cf. Mt 23:1-12). When 
our faith is reduced to empty words, unconcerned with the lives and needs of others, 
the creed we profess proves inconsistent with the life we lead. The danger is real. 
That is why Jesus uses strong language about the peril of falling into self-idolatry. He 
tells us: “You have but one teacher and you are all brothers” (v. 8). 
 
Jesus’ criticism of those who “preach but do not practise” (v. 3) is helpful always and 
everywhere, since none of us is immune to the grave evil of hypocrisy, which 
prevents us from flourishing as children of the one Father, called to live universal 
fraternity. 
 
Before the needs of our brothers and sisters, Jesus asks us to respond in a way 
completely contrary to such hypocrisy. He asks us to stop and listen, to establish a 
direct and personal relationship with others, to feel empathy and compassion, and to 
let their suffering become our own as we seek to serve them (cf. Lk 10:30-35). 
 
2. The experience of sickness makes us realize our own vulnerability and our innate 
need of others. It makes us feel all the more clearly that we are creatures dependent 
on God. When we are ill, fear and even bewilderment can grip our minds and hearts; 
we find ourselves powerless, since our health does not depend on our abilities or 
life’s incessant worries (cf. Mt 6:27). 
 
Sickness raises the question of life’s meaning, which we bring before God in faith. In 
seeking a new and deeper direction in our lives, we may not find an immediate 
answer. Nor are our relatives and friends always able to help us in this demanding 
quest. 
 
The biblical figure of Job is emblematic in this regard. Job’s wife and friends do not 
accompany him in his misfortune; instead, they blame him and only aggravate his 
solitude and distress. Job feels forlorn and misunderstood. Yet for all his extreme 
frailty, he rejects hypocrisy and chooses the path of honesty towards God and 
others. He cries out to God so insistently that God finally answers him and allows 
him to glimpse a new horizon. He confirms that Job’s suffering is not a punishment 
or a state of separation from God, much less as sign of God’s indifference. Job’s 
heart, wounded and healed, then makes this vibrant and touching confession to the 
Lord: “I had heard of you by word of mouth, but now my eye has seen you” (42:5). 
 



3. Sickness always has more than one face: it has the face of all the sick, but also 
those who feel ignored, excluded and prey to social injustices that deny their 
fundamental rights (cf. Fratelli Tutti, 22). The current pandemic has exacerbated 
inequalities in our healthcare systems and exposed inefficiencies in the care of the 
sick. Elderly, weak and vulnerable people are not always granted access to care, or 
in an equitable manner. This is the result of political decisions, resource 
management and greater or lesser commitment on the part of those holding 
positions of responsibility. Investing resources in the care and assistance of the sick 
is a priority linked to the fundamental principle that health is a primary common good. 
Yet the pandemic has also highlighted the dedication and generosity of healthcare 
personnel, volunteers, support staff, priests, men and women religious, all of whom 
have helped, treated, comforted and served so many of the sick and their families 
with professionalism, self-giving, responsibility and love of neighbour. A silent 
multitude of men and women, they chose not to look the other way but to share the 
suffering of patients, whom they saw as neighbours and members of our one human 
family. 
 
Such closeness is a precious balm that provides support and consolation to the sick 
in their suffering. As Christians, we experience that closeness as a sign of the love of 
Jesus Christ, the Good Samaritan, who draws near with compassion to every man 
and woman wounded by sin. United to Christ by the working of the Holy Spirit, we 
are called to be merciful like the Father and to love in particular our frail, infirm and 
suffering brothers and sisters (cf. Jn 13:34-35). We experience this closeness not 
only as individuals but also as a community. Indeed, fraternal love in Christ 
generates a community of healing, a community that leaves no one behind, a 
community that is inclusive and welcoming, especially to those most in need. 
 
Here I wish to mention the importance of fraternal solidarity, which is expressed 
concretely in service and can take a variety of forms, all directed at supporting our 
neighbours. “Serving means caring … for the vulnerable of our families, our society, 
our people” (Homily in Havana, 20 September 2015). In this outreach, all are “called 
to set aside their own wishes and desires, their pursuit of power, before the concrete 
gaze of those who are most vulnerable… Service always looks to their faces, 
touches their flesh, senses their closeness and even, in some cases, ‘suffers’ that 
closeness and tries to help them. Service is never ideological, for we do not serve 
ideas, we serve people” (ibid.). 
 
4. If a therapy is to be effective, it must have a relational aspect, for this enables a 
holistic approach to the patient. Emphasizing this aspect can help doctors, nurses, 
professionals and volunteers to feel responsible for accompanying patients on a path 
of healing grounded in a trusting interpersonal relationship (cf. New Charter for 
Health Care Workers [2016], 4). This creates a covenant between those in need of 
care and those who provide that care, a covenant based on mutual trust and respect, 
openness and availability. This will help to overcome defensive attitudes, respect the 
dignity of the sick, safeguard the professionalism of healthcare workers and foster a 
good relationship with the families of patients. 
 
Such a relationship with the sick can find an unfailing source of motivation and 
strength in the charity of Christ, as shown by the witness of those men and women 
who down the millennia have grown in holiness through service to the infirm. For the 



mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection is the source of the love capable of giving 
full meaning to the experience of patients and caregivers alike. The Gospel 
frequently makes this clear by showing that Jesus heals not by magic but as the 
result of an encounter, an interpersonal relationship, in which God’s gift finds a 
response in the faith of those who accept it. As Jesus often repeats: “Your faith has 
saved you”. 
 
5. Dear brothers and sisters, the commandment of love that Jesus left to his 
disciples is also kept in our relationship with the sick. A society is all the more human 
to the degree that it cares effectively for its most frail and suffering members, in a 
spirit of fraternal love. Let us strive to achieve this goal, so that no one will feel alone, 
excluded or abandoned. 
 
To Mary, Mother of Mercy and Health of the Infirm, I entrust the sick, healthcare 
workers and all those who generously assist our suffering brothers and sisters. From 
the Grotto of Lourdes and her many other shrines throughout the world, may she 
sustain our faith and hope, and help us care for one another with fraternal love. To 
each and all, I cordially impart my blessing. 
 
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 20 December 2020, Fourth Sunday of Advent, FRANCIS 
 
 

 



 

 

ST EDWARD’S PARISH -  THE PARISH COMMUNITY  

FACEBOOK GROUP  
 

The Parish of St. Edward, RC Church, Kettering. Find the facebook group at:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2762598427183322/ 

 

Come join our Parish Facebook group. Stay in touch with what is happening in St. 
Edward’s Parish and with what is going on in the wider Catholic community around 
the world.   

PARISH CALL AND CARE 
 
The Parish is continuing with its “Parish Call and Care scheme” to support isolated 
and elderly parishioners.  If you are someone who would like to receive calls, from a 
fellow parishioner, or know of someone who you feel would appreciate such a call, 
please contact Fr Gregory in the first instance on 01536 512497 or email 
parish@stedwardskettering.org.uk with your name and phone number (and if you 
are recommending anybody else to receive such calls, their name and phone 
number).  
  
 

USEFUL LINKS 
National Domestic Abuse Helpline 0808 2000 247 

Refuge website https://www.refuge.org.uk/ 

Kettering Foodbank  1 Horse Market, Unit 1B, Kettering, NN16 0DG (side entrance at the 
top of Market Street) Tel. 07709 741353   https://www.ketteringfoodbank.org/  

"The Corona Kitchen", an open air hot food takeaway outside the Eden Centre in 
Montagu Street serves from 4pm to 5.00pm on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday.  http://www.stedwardskettering.org.uk/corona-kitchen/  
 
A list of free food outlets in Kettering (updated mid-December 2020) can be found on 
our website here: http://www.stedwardskettering.org.uk/corona-kitchen/  
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WEEKLY DONATIONS 

 
Some parishioners have asked how they can maintain their donations which would 
normally be given via the collection plate.  It is true that church income will 
significantly reduce as a result of the current arrangements for socially distanced 
public liturgies.  While I will endeavour to keep parish outgoings as low as possible, 
please could I ask those parishioners who can afford it at this time, and do not 
currently give by Standing Order, to consider donating online.   

There are several ways of donating during Covid-19 so that you do not need to leave 
home:  

• Online This can be done via the Diocesan website which can be found at 
https://northamptondiocese.org/ .  Scroll down to find the ‘Donate’ button and 
follow the instructions on the Catholic Diocese of Northampton Virgin money 
giving page. By indicating in the notes section of the donate page that the 

https://northamptondiocese.org/


donation is for "St. Edward's Kettering" your donation will go into our parish 
account with the diocese, and will at the same time help our diocese as a 
whole.  Please note that there is the facility to Gift Aid any donation to your 
parish if you are a taxpayer.  Thank you for any help you can give. 

• Standing Order via your own bank. Alternatively, you can set up a standing 
order for donations to your parish using your online bank account. The 
information required to make the donation is as follows.  Bank; NatWest Sort 
Code; 60-06-11  Account Name; 46898093  Account Name; Northampton 
Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Payment Ref; St. Edward's, Kettering  

• Make a donation to your own parish over the phone - The Diocesan 
Finance office has now introduced ‘Giving Tuesday’. Each ‘Tuesday’ between 
10.00am and 4.00pm, a member of the finance team will be available at 
Bishop’s House to take your calls to donate to your parish community over the 
telephone. To donate simply call 01604 712065 with your debit or credit card 
details. (If you get the answering machine just leave your name and number 
NOT bank details  and you will be called back). When you get through you will 
be asked for your name & address, your parish, envelope number (if you have 
one) and gift aid status. You can make one-off catch-up donations or regular 
weekly or monthly payments, on any Tuesday until further notice. 

• You can also support the Parish by making a donation through the 
letterbox of the presbytery at any time. 

 
 


	Keep an eye on the Vatican News channel for live streaming of events. https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html

