
Northampton Diocese Liturgy Commission 
PRIVATE PRAYER in the Year of the Word 
Thirty Second Sunday of the Year – Year A 
8 November 2020 – Remembrance Sunday 

As we come to pray in church we can unite ourselves with 
the whole Church of God by reflecting and praying the 

scriptures that will be prayed and proclaimed where Mass is 
celebrated across the world. Take time after each scripture 

to think and reflect what it means for you today 
The opening and thanksgiving psalms are those for the 

entry and communion processions of the Mass. 
 

A Psalm to begin our prayer                          cf Ps 87: 3 Psalm 26[27] 
Let my prayer come into your presence. 
Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord. 
 

The Lord is my light and my help; whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; before whom shall I shrink? 
 

There is one thing I ask of the Lord, for this I long, 
to live in the house of the Lord, all the days of my life, 
to savour the sweetness of the Lord, to behold his temple. 
 

For there he keeps me safe in his tent in the day of evil. 
He hides me in the shelter of his tent, on a rock he sets me safe. 
 

And now my head shall be raised above my foes who surround me 
and I shall offer within his tent a sacrifice of joy. I will sing and 
make music for the Lord. 
 

O Lord, hear my voice when I call; have mercy and answer. 
Of you my heart has spoken: "Seek his face." 
 
 

Take a moment to ask God’s forgiveness and strength 
 

Prayer of the Sunday  (Collect)  
Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep us from all adversity, 
so that unhindered in mind and body alike, we may pursue in 
freedom of heart, the things that are yours. 
 

The WORD of GOD 
 

First Reading                                                                 Wisdom 6:12-16  
Those who look for her find Wisdom 
Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim. By those who love her 
she is readily seen, and found by those who look for her. Quick to 
anticipate those who desire her, she makes herself known to 
them. Watch for her early and you will have no trouble; you will 
find her sitting at your gates. Even to think about her is 
understanding fully grown; be on the alert for her and anxiety will 
quickly leave you. She herself walks about looking for those who 
are worthy of her and graciously shows herself to them as they go, 
in every thought of theirs coming to meet them. 
 

Responsorial Psalm                                     Psalm 62(63):2-8 
For you my soul is thirsting, O God, my God. 
 

O God, you are my God, for you I long; for you my soul is thirsting. 
My body pines for you like a dry, weary land without water. 

 

So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength and your 
glory. For your love is better than life, my lips will speak your 
praise. 

 

So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up my hands. 
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, my mouth shall praise 
you with joy. 

 

On my bed I remember you. On you I muse through the night for 
you have been my help; in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. 
 

Second Reading                                             1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  
God will bring with him those who have died in Jesus. 
We want you to be quite certain, brothers, about those who have 
died, to make sure that you do not grieve about them, like the 

other people who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, and that it will be the same for those who have died in 
Jesus: God will bring them with him. We can tell you this from the 
Lord's own teaching, that any of us who are left alive until the 
Lord's coming will not have any advantage over those who have 
died. At the trumpet of God, the voice of the archangel will call 
out the command and the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven; those who have died in Christ will be the first to rise, and 
then those of us who are still alive will be taken up in the clouds, 
together with them, to meet the Lord in the air. So we shall stay 
with the Lord for ever. With such thoughts as these you should 
comfort one another.                             
 

Gospel     Matthew (25:1-13) 
The bridegroom is here! Go out and meet him. 
Jesus told this parable to his disciples: 'The kingdom of heaven will 
be like this: Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet 
the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were sensible: 
the foolish ones did take their lamps, but they brought no oil, 
whereas the sensible ones took flasks of oil as well as their lamps. 
The bridegroom was late, and they all grew drowsy and fell asleep. 
But at midnight there was a cry, "The bridegroom is here! Go out 
and meet him." At this, all those bridesmaids woke up and 
trimmed their lamps, and the foolish ones said to the sensible 
ones, "Give us some of your oil: our lamps are going out." But they 
replied, "There may not be enough for us and for you; you had 
better go to those who sell it and buy some for yourselves." They 
had gone off to buy it when the bridegroom arrived. Those who 
were ready went in with him to the wedding hall and the door was 
closed. The other bridesmaids arrived later. "Lord, Lord," they said 
"open the door for us." But he replied, “I tell you solemnly I do not 
know you.” So stay awake, because you do not know either the 
day or the hour.'    
 
 

Pray for   
- the Church to help people find true wisdom 
- the World, in this time of pandemic, for an end to all terrorism, 
for the American elections 
- our own Parish and its needs at this time 
- all who have died, especially on this Remembrance Sunday, for all 
who served in the Armed Forces 
- for your own intentions 
 

A prayer for the pandemic 
Merciful God, come to the help of your people. Be our shelter in 
this time of peril  and strengthen the bonds of our community.  
Bring healing to all who suffer the ravages of disease and assist 
those whose skill and art can put an end to this affliction.  
 

Thanksgiving Psalm                                                     Psalm 33 (34)        
The five wise virgins brought flasks of oil with their lamps. Then at 
midnight, the cry went up: Behold! the Bridegroom is coming, go 
out to meet Christ the Lord. 
 

I will bless the Lord at all times, his praise always on my lips. The 
Lord shall be the glory of my soul.  
The humble shall hear and be glad. 
 

Glorify the Lord with me, together let us praise his name. 
I sought the Lord; he answered me. He set me free from all my 
fear. 
 

Look upon the Lord and be radiant. Hide not your face from the 
Lord. He heard the poor man’s cry. He rescued him from all his 
distress. 
 

The angel of the Lord is encamped around those who revere him 
to rescue them. Taste and see that the Lord is good. He is happy 
who seeks refuge in him. 
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Northampton Diocese Liturgy Commission 
PRIVATE PRAYER in the Year of the Word 
Thirty Third Sunday of the Year – Year A 

15 November 2020  
As we come to pray in church we can unite ourselves with 

the whole Church of God by reflecting and praying the 
scriptures that will be prayed and proclaimed where Mass is 

celebrated across the world. 
 Take time after each scripture to think and reflect what it 

means for you today. How will you let it shape your 
Christian life in the week ahead 

The opening and thanksgiving psalms are those  
for the entry and communion processions of the Mass. 

 

A Psalm to begin our prayer                          Jer 29, Psalm 84 
The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. 
You will call upon me, and I will answer you, 
and I will lead back your captives from every place. 
 

I will hear what the Lord has to say,   
voice that speaks of peace, 
peace for his people and his friends 
and those who turn to him in their hearts. 
 

Mercy and faithfulness have met;  
justice and peace have embraced. 
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 
and justice look down from heaven. 
 

The Lord will make us prosper 
and our earth shall yield its fruit. 
Justice shall march before him 
and peace shall follow his steps. 
 

Take a moment to ask God’s forgiveness and strength 
 

Prayer of the Sunday  (Collect)  
Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant gladness of being 
devoted to you, for it is full and lasting happiness to serve with 
constancy the author of all that is good. 
 

The WORD of GOD 
 

First Reading                                                                 Proverbs 31(vv)  
A perfect wife - who can find her? 
A perfect wife - who can find her? She is far beyond the price of 
pearls. Her husband’s heart has confidence in her, from her he will 
derive no little profit. Advantage and not hurt she brings him all 
the days of her life. She is always busy with wool and with flax, she 
does her work with eager hands. She sets her hands to the distaff, 
her fingers grasp the spindle. She holds out her hand to the poor, 
she opens her arms to the needy. Charm is deceitful, and beauty 
empty; the woman who is wise is the one to praise. Give her a 
share in what her hands have worked for, and let her works tell 
her praises at the city gates. 
 

Responsorial Psalm                                Psalm 127(128):1-5 
O blessed are those who fear the Lord. 
 
 

O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways! 
By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 
You will be happy and prosper. 
 
 

Your wife will be like a fruitful vine in the heart of your house; 
your children like shoots of the olive, around your table. 
 
 

Indeed thus shall be blessed the man who fears the Lord. 
May the Lord bless you from Zion all the days of your life! 
 

Second Reading                                             1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 
 Let not the Day of the Lord overtake you like a thief. 
You will not be expecting us to write anything to you, brothers, 
about 'times and seasons', since you know very well that the Day 

of the Lord is going to come like a thief in the night. It is when 
people are saying, 'How quiet and peaceful it is' that the worst 
suddenly happens, as suddenly as labour pains come on a 
pregnant woman; and there will be no way for anybody to evade 
it. But it is not as if you live in the dark, my brothers, for that Day 
to overtake you like a thief. No, you are all sons of light and sons 
of the day: we do not belong to the night or to darkness, so we 
should not go on sleeping, as everyone else does, but stay wide 
awake and sober.                             
 
Gospel        Matthew (25:14,15, 19,20) 
You have been faithful in small things; come and join in your 
master's happiness. 
Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples:  
'The kingdom of heaven is like a man on his way abroad who 
summoned his servants and entrusted his property to them. To 
one he gave five talents, to another two, to a third one; each in 
proportion to his ability. Then he set out.  
Now a long time after, the master of those servants came back 
and went through his accounts with them. The man who had 
received the five talents came forward bringing five more. "Sir", 
he said "you entrusted me with five talents; here are five more 
that I have made." His master said to him, "Well done, good and 
faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small 
things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your master's 
happiness."  
 
 

Pray for   
- the Church to help Christians develop their talents to the full to 
serve the mission of the gospel 
- the World and all its needs, especially for all migrants and asylum 
seekers  
- our own Parish and its needs at this time, especially for God to 
bless and strengthen all our families, homes and relationships 
- all who have died, especially all we remember in this month of 
November 
- for your own intentions 
 

A prayer for the pandemic 
Merciful God, come to the help of your people. Be our shelter in 
this time of peril  and strengthen the bonds of our community.  
Bring healing to all who suffer the ravages of disease and assist 
those whose skill and art can put an end to this affliction.  
 
 

Thanksgiving Psalm                                                     Psalm 72         
To be near God is my happiness, 
to place my hope in God the Lord. 
 

Yet I was always in your presence;  
you were holding me by my right  hand.  
You will guide me by your counsel  
and so you will lead me to glory  
 

What else have I in heaven but you? 
Apart from you I want nothing on earth. 
My body and my heart faint for joy;  
God is my possession for ever.  
 

To be near God is my happiness.  
I have made the Lord God my refuge. 
I will tell of all your works  
at the gates of the city of Sion.  
 

PRAYER IN THE TIME OF PANDEMIC 
Cardinal Nichols asks us to pray daily at 6 pm and for a national 

Day of Prayer on Saturday 21st November.. 
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Northampton Diocese Liturgy Commission 
PRIVATE PRAYER in the Year of the Word 
Thirty Fourth Sunday of the Year – Year A 

Solemnity of CHRIST the KING 
Day of Prayer for Young People 

22 November 2020 
As we come to pray in church we can unite ourselves with 

the whole Church of God by reflecting and praying the 
scriptures that will be prayed and proclaimed where Mass is 
celebrated across the world. Take time after each scripture 

to think and reflect what it means for you today 
The opening and thanksgiving psalms are those  

for the entry and communion processions of the Mass. 
 

A Psalm to begin our prayer                          Rev 5, Psalm 72 
How worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and 
divinity, and wisdom and strength and honour. 
To him belong glory and power for ever and ever. 
 

O God, give your judgement to the king, 
to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement. 
 

May the mountains bring forth peace for the people, 
and the hills justice. 
May he defend the poor of the people 
and save the children of the needy 
 

In his days justice shall flourish and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to earth’s bounds. 
Before him all kings shall fall prostrate all nations serve him 
 

For he shall save the poor when they cry  
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak and save the lives of the poor. 
 

Take a moment to ask God’s forgiveness and strength 
 

Prayer of the Sunday  (Collect)  
Almighty ever-living God, whose will is to restore all things in your 
beloved Son, the King of the universe, grant, we pray, that the 
whole creation, set free from slavery, may render your majesty 
service and ceaselessly proclaim your praise 
 

The WORD of GOD 
 

First Reading Ezek. 34:11ff. I will judge between sheep and sheep. 
The Lord says this: I am going to look after my flock myself and 
keep all of it in view. As a shepherd keeps all his flock in view 
when he stands up in the middle of his scattered sheep, so shall I 
keep my sheep in view. I shall rescue them from wherever they 
have been scattered during the mist and darkness. I myself will 
pasture my sheep, I myself will show them where to rest - it is the 
Lord who speaks. I shall look for the lost one, bring back the stray, 
bandage the wounded and make the weak strong. I shall watch 
over the fat and healthy. I shall be a true shepherd to them. As for 
you, my sheep, the Lord says this: I will judge between sheep and 
sheep, between rams and he-goats. 
 

Responsorial Psalm                                          Psalm 22 
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose. 
 

Near restful waters he leads me, to revive my drooping spirit. 
He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name. 
 

You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing. 
 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me  
all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever. 
 

Second Reading  1 Corinthians 15:20-26.28 He will hand over the 
kingdom to God the Father, so that God may be all in all. 
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all who 
have fallen asleep. Death came through one man and in the same 
way the resurrection of the dead has come through one man. Just 
as all men die in Adam, so all men will be brought to life in Christ; 
but all of them in their proper order: Christ as the first-fruits and 
then, after the coming of Christ, those who belong to him. After 
that will come the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God 
the Father, having done away with every sovereignty, authority 
and power. For he must be king until he has put all his enemies 
under his feet and the last of the enemies to be destroyed is 
death. And when everything is subjected to him, then the Son 
himself will be subject in his turn to the One who subjected all 
things to him, so that God may be all in all.                    
 

Gospel - Matthew [25:31ff] 
He will take his seat on his throne of glory 
Jesus said to his disciples: 'When the Son of Man comes in his 
glory, escorted by all the angels, then he will take his seat on his 
throne of glory. All the nations will be assembled before him and 
he will separate men one from another as the shepherd separates 
sheep from goats. He will place the sheep on his right hand and 
the goats on his left. Then the King will say to those on his right 
hand, "Come, you whom my Father has blessed, take for your 
heritage the kingdom prepared for you since the foundation of 
the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty 
and you gave me drink; I was a stranger and you made me 
welcome; naked and you clothed me, sick and you visited me, in 
prison and you came to see me." Then the virtuous will say to him 
in reply, "Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you; or 
thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you a stranger and 
make you welcome; naked and clothe you; sick or in prison and go 
to see you?" And the King will answer, "I tell you solemnly, in so 
far as you did this to one of the least of these brothers of mine, 
you did it to me."  
 

Pray for   
- the Church and her work for the poor and needy 
- the World, that those in power may use it for the good of all 
- our own Parish and all in need, that we may help them 
- all who have died, especially family members who have died 
- for your own intentions 
 

A prayer for the pandemic 
Merciful God, come to the help of your people. Be our shelter in 
this time of peril  and strengthen the bonds of our community.  
Bring healing to all who suffer the ravages of disease and assist 
those whose skill and art can put an end to this affliction.  
 

Thanksgiving Psalm                                                     Psalm 28         
The Lord sits as King for ever. 
The Lord will bless his people with peace. 
 

O give the Lord you sons of God,  
give the Lord glory and power; 
give the Lord the glory of his name. 
Adore the Lord in his holy court. 
 

The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters, 
the Lord on the immensity of waters; 
the voice of the Lord full of power, 
the voice of the Lord, full of splendour. 
 

The God of glory thunders.  
In his temple they all cry “Glory!” 
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; 
the Lord sits as king forever.  
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Northampton Diocese Liturgy Commission 
PRIVATE PRAYER in the Year of the Word 

First Sunday of Advent – Year B 
29 November 2020 

As we come to pray in church we can unite ourselves with 
the whole Church of God by reflecting and praying the 

scriptures that will be prayed and proclaimed where Mass is 
celebrated across the world. Take time after each scripture 

to think and reflect what it means as we begin Advent 
The opening and thanksgiving psalms are those  

for the entry and communion processions of the Mass. 
 

The Advent Wreath – at home as well as in church 
Lord our God, we praise you for your son Jesus Christ: 
he is Emmanuel the hope of the peoples, he is the wisdom that 
teaches and guides us, he is the Saviour of every nation. 
Lord God, let your blessing come upon us  
as we light the candles of this wreath. 
May the wreath and its light be a sign of Christ’s promise 
to bring us salvation. May he come quickly and not delay. 
 

A Psalm to begin our prayer                          Isaiah 30, Psalm 24 
To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. 
In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame. 
Nor let my enemies exult over me; 
and let none who hope in you be put to shame. 
 
 

Lord, make me know your ways. Lord, teach me your paths. 
Make me walk in your truth and teach me;  
for you are God my saviour. 
 

In you I hope all the day long because of your goodness, O lord. 
Remember your mercy, Lord,  
and the love you have shown from of old. 
 

The Lord is good and upright. 
He shows the path to those who stray. 
He guides the humble in the right path. 
He teaches his way to the poor. 
 

Take a moment to ask God’s forgiveness and strength 
 

Prayer of the Sunday  (Collect)  
Grant your faithful, we pray almighty God, the resolve to run forth 
to meet your Christ with righteous deeds at his coming, so that, 
gathered at his right hand, they may be worthy to possess the 
heavenly Kingdom. 
 

The WORD of GOD 
 

First Reading                                              Isaiah 63,16b-17; 64,1,3b-8  
Lord that you would tear the heavens open and come down. 
You, Lord, yourself are our Father, Our Redeemer is your ancient 
name. Why, Lord, leave us to stray from your ways and harden 
our hearts against fearing you? Return, for the sake of your 
servants, the tribes of your inheritance. Oh, that you would tear 
the heavens open and come down - at your Presence the 
mountains would melt. No ear has heard, no eye has seen any god 
but you act like this for those who trust him. You guide those who 
act with integrity and keep your ways in mind. You were angry 
when we were sinners; we had long been rebels against you. We 
were all like men unclean, all that integrity of our like filthy 
clothing. We have all withered like leaves and our sins blew us 
away like the wind. No one invoked your name or roused himself 
to catch hold of you for you hid your face from us and gave us up 
to the power of our sins. And yet, Lord, you are our Father; we the 
clay, you the potter, we are all the work of your hand. 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm 79(80):2-3,15-16,18-19 
God of hosts, bring us back; 
 let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 
 

O shepherd of Israel, hear us,  
shine forth from your cherubim throne. 
O Lord, rouse up your might, O Lord, come to our help. 

 

God of hosts, turn again, we implore, 
 look down from heaven and see. 
Visit this vine and protect it, the vine your right hand has planted. 

 

May your hand be on the man you have chosen, 
 the man you have given your strength. 
And we shall never forsake you again; 
 give us life that we may call upon your name. 

 

Second Reading First Letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 1,3-9 
The revelation we looked for, Christ Jesus our Lord 
May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and 
peace. I never stop thanking God for all the graces you have 
received through Jesus Christ. I thank him that you have been 
enriched in so many ways, especially in your teachers and 
preachers; the witness to Christ has indeed been strong among 
you so that you will not be without any of the gifts of the Spirit 
while you are waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed; and 
he will keep you steady and without blame until the last day, the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ, because God by calling you has joined 
you to his Son, Jesus Christ; and God is faithful. 
 

Gospel                       Mark 13:33-37 
Stay awake! You never know when the Lord will come 
Jesus said to his disciple: “Be on your guard, stay awake, because 
you never know when the time will come. It is like a man travelling 
abroad: he has gone from home, and left his servants in charge, 
each with his own task; and he has told the doorkeeper to stay 
awake. So stay awake, because you do not know when the master 
of the house is coming, evening, midnight, cockcrow, dawn; if he 
comes unexpectedly, he must not find you asleep.  
And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake!” 
 
 

Pray for   
- the Church to support her people on the Advent journey 
- the World, for all who have no home, the hungry, the 
unemployed, for all who feel life has no meaning 
- our own Parish and its needs at this time, especially those who 
find this time of year unsettling and worrying 
- for an end to the pandemic and all who care for the sick and 
dying,  and all who are working to find a vaccine  
- all who have died 
- for your own intentions 
 

A prayer for the pandemic 
Merciful God, come to the help of your people. Be our shelter in 
this time of peril  and strengthen the bonds of our community.  
Bring healing to all who suffer the ravages of disease and assist 
those whose skill and art can put an end to this affliction.  
 

Thanksgiving Psalm               Baruch 4/5. Psalm 84                                                  
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, 
and behold the joy which comes to you from God. 
 

I will hear what the Lord has to say, a voice that speaks of peace, 
peace for his people and his friends  
and those who turn to him in their hearts. 
His help is near for those who fear him 
and his glory will dwell in our land. 
 

Mercy and faithfulness have met ; 
justice and peace have embraced. 
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 
and justice look down from heaven. 
 

The Lord will makes us prosper 
and our earth shall yield its fruit. 
Justice shall march before him 
and peace shall follow his steps. 
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