
 
 

2 The Grove, Kettering NN15 7QQ. Telephone 01536 512497 
Website: www.stedwardskettering.org.uk 
Email: parish@stedwardskettering.org.uk 
Parish Priest: Fr. Gregory Marchwiński 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Fifteenth Sunday Of The Year                                        12th July, 2020 
 

 

Stewards and Cleaners Needed  

See - Eventual Opening of St. Edward's Church for Mass  
 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

   

Keep an eye on the Vatican News channel for live streaming of events. 
https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html 

Please join us in saying a Spiritual 
Communion at:  
http://www.stedwardskettering.org.uk/when-
mcannot-be-celebrated-publicly-making-a-
spiritual-communion/ 

Or visit live streaming broadcasts of Mass from 
Northampton Cathedral at 
https://northamptondiocese.org/live/ 

Alternative Masses, adoration, prayer, etc. can 
be found at: 
https://www.churchservices.tv/timetable/ 

Sunday or Daily Readings: 
http://www.stedwardskettering.org.uk/spiritualit
y/sunday-and-daily-readings/  
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BEWARE OF SCAM EMAILS PRETENDING TO BE FROM FR GREGORY 

A message from Fr. Gregory - Please be aware that there is a scam message 
pretending to come from him which went around this week saying "I urgently need a 
favor from you. Please email me here as soon as you get. this email." this is a hack. 
They are even signing it Fr. Gregory, Parish Priest, Parish of St. Edward.  

If you receive any message like this, please delete it and delete it from your deletions 
folder.  

The Parish email has been re-secured and we hope that there will be no further 
incidents, however, please be aware of emails you receive and if you are worried 
then type in a fresh version of the email address parish@stedwardskettering.org.uk    

 

 

THIS WEEK’S MASS INTENTIONS  

Saturday - Vittorio Materangelo RIP, 5th anniv. 
Sunday - Int. of Senior Citizens and the Housebound 
Monday - Audrey Judge nee Lloyd int. 
Tuesday - Janette Stokes RIP 
Wednesday - for the parish 
Thursday - Christa, thanksgiving int. 
Friday - for the parish 
Saturday - Brian Ablett RIP, Aidan Brady RIP 
Sunday - Anne Dicks RIP, 10th anniv. 

To request a Mass Intention please send an email to: 
parish@stedwardskettering.org.uk  

 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY DIED 

In our prayers, let us remember our deceased parishioners, family members and 
friends.  

Let us especially remember those who have recently passed away: 

Ruth Margaret Hobbs - Her funeral will take place at Edgar Newman Chapel, 
Kettering Crematorium on Tuesday, July 14 at 2.00 pm  

Angela Stiffanelli  

Stanislaw Grzybowski – The Uncle of Fr Gregory 

May they rest in peace 
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SICK CALLS AT THIS DIFFICULT TIME  

In accordance with official advice and to minimise the chance of Fr. Gregory passing 
on infection he cannot undertake to visit the sick or housebound except in case of 
serious need.  

However please do not hesitate to call on him to visit those in in imminent danger of 
death.  

Please telephone 01536 512497 with any such requests. Fr. Gregory will of course 
be happy to pray for anybody who is sick but not close to death, if requested. 

 

 

JULY – THE MONTH OF THE MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD 

 

 
 

Following on from May being dedicated in the Roman Catholic Church to Our Lady 
and June being the month of the Most Sacred Heart, July is observed as the month 
of the Most Precious Blood.   From the Middle Ages onwards it became traditional to 
link months to specific devotions or aspects of our faith.  The teachings on which 
these devotions were based existed, of course, from the earliest times of the 
church. It was the linking of them to certain months which was new and raised their 

 



profile, assisting clergy and laity alike to grow closer to God though certain 
observances. 

Cheryl Hadley’s article at  https://www.getfed.com/july-devotion-precious-blood-
jesus-6085/   points out that the faithful practised devotion to the Most Precious 
Blood from the time of Christ’s Passion.   She traces its scriptural roots citing 
Romans 5:9, Hebrews 10:19 and 1 John 1:7 in particular.   She also draws our 
attention to the love of Christ engendered in many saints by devotion to the Precious 
Blood, giving links to writings of St. Catherine of Sienna (one of just thirty six Doctors 
of the Church) and pointing us to Blessed Gaspar del Bufalo the nineteenth century 
priest who “…brought this beloved devotion out of the sanctuary and into the hearts 
of Catholics around the world.”   She gives ideas on how to make an act of love to 
the Most Precious Blood during this month especially. 

Families might find https://teachingcatholickids.com/the-most-precious-blood-of-
jesus-monthly-devotion-for-july/ a useful link for ideas of how to observe the liturgical 
calendar at home by practising these monthly devotions, enabling the core values of 
the faith to become more alive within your family.  Suggestions are given but the 
emphasis is on being creative, making it fun and adapting it to your own family.   If 
you are struggling for ideas for home schooling in this last part of term (or for the 
coming holiday time), it might be worth taking a look! 

To get closer to the heart of devotion to the Most Precious Blood we can turn to St 
Paul’s letter to the Hebrews 10:19-22 where he writes: 

"Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by 
the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through 
the curtain (that is, through his flesh), and since we have a great priest over 
the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water."   

St. Paul draws our attention to Christ the Great High Priest replacing the priests of 
the Old Testament with His loving sacrifice of Himself on Calvary in place of animal 
sacrifices for the atonement of sin. 

Through the sacrifice of sheep, goats, bulls, etc. in the Old Testament, God had 
prepared His people for the only sacrifice which would truly atone for the wrong 
doings of the world.  In the New Testament God Himself in the second person of the 
Trinity, Jesus, came to earth to be the high priest offering Himself as the pure, 
spotless, unblemished lamb.   Jesus replaces the unblemished lamb of the Passover 
meal, slain and consumed to protect the Israelites as their release from slavery was 
effected and to nourish them as they set out for the Promised Land.  He becomes 
the “Lamb of God” and the curtain of the temple which separates the Holy of Holies 
from the people is replaced by the flesh of Jesus opened up by the wound in His side 
through which His blood flowed for our salvation. 

Remarkably, St Paul points out that we actually enter the previously hidden holiest of 
places of the temple, the sanctuary, through the curtain of Christ’s flesh and 
encourages us to approach with confidence and a true heart of faith.   He is speaking 
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of our communion, our becoming one, with Christ when we receive the Eucharist – 
the precious body and blood of Jesus.  It is the Eucharist which protects, nourishes, 
strengthens and sustains us on our journey to the promised land of Heaven.   The 
slavery we have been released from is the slavery of sin.   On the cross Christ 
defeated Satan by His perfect sacrifice of Himself and we reap the benefits of the 
sacrifice of the Great High Priest, the unblemished Lamb of God. 

But what of these days of pandemic which cause us to be physically separated from 
the Eucharist?   Christ’s deeply loving, freely given sacrifice for us cannot be 
constrained by anything - including a pandemic.   He is beyond space and time, truly 
present for us - waiting longingly to be in communion with us whenever we sincerely 
pray a prayer of spiritual communion.   We can do this anywhere, at any time 
including when partaking in a televised or online Mass.    Jesus waits in all the 
tabernacles of the world, His heart bursting with love for us.  He waits to be united 
with us - to fill us with the nourishing, saving love outpouring from His Most Precious 
Body and Blood. Let us not disappoint Him this July or ever, whatever our 
circumstances, but by praying sincerely and humbly achieve true communion with 
Him today and every day! 

 

 

CORONA KITCHEN 
 

 
Image: Copyright Northamptonshire Telegraph June 2nd, 2020 

Following the closure in March of most of the free food outlets available to people in 
need, including St Edward’s Soup Kitchen, we decided to set up a new food kitchen 
operating out of the Eden Centre in Montagu Street. The kitchen opened on 
Wednesday 25th March and the number of guests has been increasing every week.  

 



We see a lot of familiar faces from our own soup kitchen, but also a variety of other 
people who are finding today’s health and economic situation very challenging. 

We are open Mon, Tues, Wed and Fri from 4-5pm and are now serving over 100 
meals every day. We have 2 chefs from the Sonora Mexican Kitchen next door who 
prepare the food, with Frank, Hilary and 2 other volunteers packing and serving. 
Guests receive a hot meal, sandwich, crisps, cake and a drink to take away. We also 
provide food parcels from food items donated each week by Fare Share, local 
supermarkets and the Food Bank. 

Funding has been provided primarily by the Northamptonshire Community 
Foundation with additional donations from other local individuals. 

We look forward to seeing all our volunteers again before too long and to welcoming 
our guests back to the St Edward’s Soup Kitchen. 

Hilary and Frank Rodgers 

 
 

MESSAGE FROM FR. GREGORY 

 

WHAT’S GOING ON IN OUR CHURCH? 

 
 

 



Although the church is still closed, our painters and several volunteers work very 
hard there.   
 
I hope that we will be able to admire the beauty of this wonderful building and enjoy 
meeting God in a beautiful, warm and renovated church very soon. 
 
I would like to ask you for patience and prayers for all those who put their effort and 
energy into this difficult and hard work. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

WE ARE RAISING FUNDS TO MAKE OUR CHURCH  
MORE BEAUTIFUL! 

 

As you know we have been using the lockdown period to improve the interior of St 
Edward's and make it clean and fresh again.  Firstly, we hope that we have improved 

 



the church heating so that we can feel comfortably warm at Mass.  Time will tell if we 
get a cold winter!  Repairs will also be made to the windows which leak in cold air.  
Secondly, the carpets on the Sanctuary are being replaced and new easily cleaned 
flooring laid in the balcony to replace threadbare carpets.  At a later stage, I hope to 
renew the kneelers, some of which are in a poor state.  Thirdly all the black deposits 
are being cleaned off the walls (you can see photos of some parishioners at work on 
cleaning the badly soiled Stations of the Cross).  Currently there is scaffolding up in 
church in order to completely repaint the ceiling and walls.  We will eventually have a 
more beautiful church to be proud of, in which to place the most important item of all 
- yes, we are buying a brand new tabernacle to take pride of place and house our 
precious Blessed Sacrament.  I hope you like it, here is a picture of our new 
tabernacle resplendently adorned with angels. 

 
My enthusiasm to refurbish our House of God was thwarted by the lockdown which 
has also caused an untimely but serious shortfall in our income from Mass 
collections, in common with other parishes.  Please do not feel obliged (as I know 
some of you may be struggling financially in the current circumstances) but maybe 
some of those who are able to, might consider making a donation, however small, to 
us via The Catholic Diocese of Northampton Virgin Money Giving page and be a part 



of making our church more comfortable and beautiful!  You can donate by card or 
PayPal.   
 
Just click on this blue link >>> Online Donation       
 
VERY IMPORTANT >> If you use this option we ask that you please indicate in the 
notes section our parish name and area.  Just type in "For St. Edward’s, 
Kettering".  Please note that there is also the facility to Gift Aid any donation and so 
increase its value (if you are a taxpayer) without any further cost to you.  
Or instead, simply drop in a cheque to the presbytery (payable to St Edwards Church 
Kettering) or by post to 2, The Grove, NN15 7QQ.  This option will be Gift Aided only 
if given in your offertory giving envelope as a taxpayer.  Thank you so much. 

 

 

 

 
EVENTUAL OPENING OF ST. EDWARD'S CHURCH FOR MASS 

UPDATE – 11th. July: Calling Stewards and Cleaners! 

We have enough parishioners who have volunteered as stewards for us to be able to 
form only a limited rota which enables us to open as soon as the work in church is 
completed.  Then the building has to be deep cleaned, coronavirus measures 

 

https://northamptondiocese.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50ff48a3e1f51f07c00afc564&id=1d4851f8d4&e=6e11a2776a


installed and then the stewards trained in what the government, Bishop's Conference 
and our diocese requires to ensure everyone's safety.  We would still welcome more 
eligible volunteers to be stewards. Please consider helping us!  For details of 
eligibility and duties involved, please see: http://www.stedwardskettering.org.uk/re-
opening-st-edwards-church-private-prayer/ 

Only those churches which are able to put adequate safety measures in place, 
submit risk assessments, be successfully inspected and have sufficient volunteers to 
be trained as Stewards may open.  Many churches are not opening.  Each Mass 
“shift” would take up around two hours of your time, including preparatory and after-
cleaning.  Please encourage suitable persons to apply to be stewards by emailing 
the presbytery on  parish@stedwardskettering.org.uk 

Looking forward to the eventual reopening of St Edward's after its beautiful 
refurbishment we also need to form a rota for cleaning to keep it looking its best and 
we are seeking more volunteers to share this task.   Can you spare some time for 
this ministry which is so essential especially during the current difficulties?   Again, 
please email your contact details to  parish@stedwardskettering.org.uk   if you can 
help.  I would like to sincerely thank all the cleaners who have dedicated so many 
hours of their time over the years to the hard work of keeping our church 
clean.   They are the unsung heroes whose quiet labours we have all greatly 
benefited from and it is very much appreciated.  Those members of our cleaning 
teams who wish to continue, please also let me know. 

Only a very limited number of people (approx 32) can be permitted into church when 
we eventually open due to social distancing rules.  Although the media have 
concentrated their headlines on the new “one metre plus” rule (thereby giving the 
impression that this applies to every situation) it is clear from latest government 
documents that we must still keep two metres away from each other if we can.  This 
is only reduced to one metre in certain prescribed environments where the risk can 
be mitigated by taking other precautions such as separation screens.  It’s important 
that we do not increase the risk of virus transmission in “close proximity” 
environments such as ours. 

The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. The Archbishops 
therefore ask every Catholic to think carefully about how and when they will return to 
Mass. Given that there is no Sunday obligation, they ask that when churches re-
open, we consider attending Mass on a weekday instead to ease the pressure on 
numbers for Sundays. Availability of more Masses all depends of course on sufficient 
numbers of stewards volunteering.  The Archbishops have asked churches to 
continue to live stream Masses so that those who stay at home can still receive 
spiritual communion as part of the continued dispensation.  Resources, live stream 
details and more information can be found in their Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
section.  Alternatively visit  https://www.churchservices.tv/timetable/  for live streams. 

Bishop David has expressed his wish that priests do not rush into opening churches 
without adequate prior and approved procedures being put into place.  In our case 
this can only be done after the works in church are completed and we have sufficient 
volunteers.  Therefore, no definite opening date can be promised as yet.  Indeed, 
Bishop David is extremely concerned about the health of all and has advised priests 
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that any public act of worship may need to be deferred for some time to come, 
advocating a “soft reinstallation” programme to begin with. 

 

 

 

GIFT AID ENVELOPES 
 

Gift Aid envelopes are available in the parish office. Please book a day and time 
with Father Gregory by phone or email for you to pick them up. 

 

 

 

ST EDWARD’S PARISH -  THE PARISH COMMUNITY  

FACEBOOK GROUP  

 
Our new parish Facebook group – The Parish of St. Edward, RC Church, Kettering -   

continues to grow. Find the facebook group at:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2762598427183322/ 

 

PARISH CALL AND CARE 

 
The Parish is continuing with its “Parish Call and Care scheme” to support isolated 
and elderly parishioners, many of whom are facing months without significant social 
contact.  If you are someone who would like to receive calls, from a fellow 
parishioner, or know of someone who you feel would appreciate such a call, please 
contact Fr Gregory in the first instance on 01536 512497 or email 
parish@stedwardskettering.org.uk with your name and phone number (and if you 
are recommending anybody else to receive such calls, their name and phone 
number).  
 
 

 

WEEKLY DONATIONS  - Separate Financial Details from the Appeal for the 
New Tabernacle 

 
Some parishioners have asked how they can maintain their donations which would 
normally be given via the collection plate.  It is true that church income will 
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significantly reduce as a result of the current ban on public liturgies while we are all 
being asked to stay at home and avoid unnecessary travel.  While I will endeavour to 
keep parish outgoings as low as possible, please could I ask those parishioners who 
can afford it at this time, and do not currently give by Standing Order, to consider 
donating online.   

There are several ways of donating during this crisis so that you do not need to leave 
home:  

• Online This can be done via the Diocesan website which can be found at 
https://northamptondiocese.org/ .  Scroll down to find the ‘Donate’ button and 
follow the instructions on the Catholic Diocese of Northampton Virgin money 
giving page. By indicating in the notes section of the donate page that the 
donation is for "St. Edward's Kettering" your donation will go into our parish 
account with the diocese, and will at the same time help our diocese as a 
whole.  Please note that there is the facility to Gift Aid any donation to your 
parish if you are a taxpayer.  Thank you for any help you can give. 

• Standing Order via your own bank. Alternatively, you can set up a standing 
order for donations to your parish using your online bank account. The 
information required to make the donation is as follows.  Bank; NatWest Sort 
Code; 60-06-11  Account Name; 46898093  Account Name; Northampton 
Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Payment Ref; St. Edward's, Kettering  

• Make a donation to your own parish over the phone - The Diocesan 
Finance office has now introduced ‘Giving Tuesday’. Each ‘Tuesday’ between 
10.00am and 4.00pm, a member of the finance team will be available at 
Bishop’s House to take your calls to donate to your parish community over the 
telephone. To donate simply call 01604 712065 with your debit or credit card 
details. (If you get the answering machine just leave your name and number 
NOT bank details  and you will be called back). When you get through you will 
be asked for your name & address, your parish, envelope number (if you have 
one) and gift aid status. You can make one-off catch-up donations or regular 
weekly or monthly payments, on any Tuesday until further notice. 

• You can also support the Parish by making a donation through the 
letterbox of the presbytery at any time. 

https://northamptondiocese.org/

	Keep an eye on the Vatican News channel for live streaming of events. https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html

