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Website: www.stedwardskettering.org.uk 
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Parish Priest: Fr. Gregory Marchwiński 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Solemnity of SS Peter & Paul, Apostles                                        28th June, 2020 
 

 

Stewards Needed  

See - Eventual Opening of St. Edward's Church for Mass  
 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

   

Keep an eye on the Vatican News channel for live streaming of events. 

Please join us in saying a Spiritual 
Communion at:  
http://www.stedwardskettering.org.uk/when-
mcannot-be-celebrated-publicly-making-a-
spiritual-communion/ 

Or visit live streaming broadcasts of Mass from 
Northampton Cathedral at 
https://northamptondiocese.org/live/ 

Alternative Masses, adoration, prayer, etc. can 
be found at: 
https://www.churchservices.tv/timetable/ 

Sunday or Daily Readings: 
http://www.stedwardskettering.org.uk/spiritualit
y/sunday-and-daily-readings/  
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https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html 

THIS WEEK’S MASS INTENTIONS  

Saturday – Eunice Moran RIP 
Sunday – Florence Saunders RIP, Thomas Moran RIP 
Monday – Donald John Jones RIP - 2 anniversary  
Tuesday – Freda Locke RIP 
Wednesday – John Locke RIP 
Thursday – Agnes Gallagher RIP (on the day of her funeral) 

Friday –  Barrington Locke RIP 
Saturday – Sister Therese RIP 
Sunday – Betty McClure RIP 

To request a Mass Intention please send an email to: 
parish@stedwardskettering.org.uk  

 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY DIED 

In our prayers, let us remember our deceased parishioners, family members and 
friends.  

Let us especially remember those who have recently passed away: 

Agnes Gallagher (from the Parish of Our Lady of Walsingham in Corby) - her 
funeral will take place in Corby on July 2. 
 
May they rest in peace. 

 

 
 
SICK CALLS AT THIS DIFFICULT TIME  

In accordance with official advice and to minimise the chance of Fr. Gregory passing 
on infection he cannot undertake to visit the sick or housebound except in case of 
serious need.  

However please do not hesitate to call on him to visit those in in imminent danger of 
death.  

Please telephone 01536 512497 with any such requests. Fr. Gregory will of course 
be happy to pray for anybody who is sick but not close to death, if requested. 
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MESSAGE FROM FR. GREGORY 

 

INTERVIEW WITH JITHU 
 

 
 

As you know well, one of our seminarians has been living with me in our parish for 
over two months.  His name is Jithu and he is currently finishing his fourth year of 
study.  Last week we published an interview with Jithu which can now be found on 
our website at: http://www.stedwardskettering.org.uk/interview-with-jithu-by-fr-
gregory/  
 
 

EVENTUAL OPENING OF ST. EDWARD'S CHURCH FOR MASS 
 

URGENT APPEAL  
We currently do not have enough parishioners who have volunteered as stewards for 
us to be able to form a full rota which enables us to open for masses!  

Please Consider Helping Us!  For Details of Eligibility and Duties Involved, Please 
See: http://www.stedwardskettering.org.uk/re-opening-st-edwards-church-private-
prayer/  
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UPDATE - 26 JUNE 
The Archbishops of the Catholic Church in England have written to all Catholics 
regarding the eventual resumption of collective worship in England.  You can read 
the full text of this letter at https://www.cbcew.org.uk/archbishops-letter-on-
resumption-of-collective-worship/   

Additionally, Bishop David has written a personal letter to all of his priests offering 
guidance and advice from a diocesan perspective.  Combining the main points from 
these two letters, I thought you would like to be updated regarding the situation at 
our church, as follows: 

Only those churches which are able to put adequate safety measures in place, 
submit risk assessments, be successfully inspected and have sufficient volunteers to 
be trained as Stewards may open.  Many churches are not opening.  St. Edward's 
has had to spend more than £500 to be able to open safely but unfortunately as yet 
we have insufficient volunteer stewards with the flexibility to be able to form a rota for 
normal weekend Masses to operate.  We are hopeful of getting more volunteers.  
Each Mass “shift” would take up around two hours of your time, including preparatory 
and after-cleaning.  Please encourage suitable persons to apply to be stewards by 
emailing the presbytery on  parish@stedwardskettering.org.uk  
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Only a very limited number of people (approx 32) can be permitted into church when 
we eventually open due to social distancing rules.  Although the media have 
concentrated their headlines on the new "one metre plus" rule (thereby giving the 
impression that this applies to every situation) it is clear from latest government 
documents that we must still keep two metres away from each other if we can.  This 
is only reduced to one metre in certain prescribed environments where the risk can 
be mitigated by taking other precautions such as separation screens.  It’s important 
that we do not increase the risk of virus transmission in “close proximity” 
environments such as ours. 

The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. The Archbishops 
therefore ask every Catholic to think carefully about how and when they will return to 
Mass. Given that there is no Sunday obligation, they ask that when churches re-
open, we consider attending Mass on a weekday instead to ease the pressure on 
numbers for Sundays, so allowing those working in the week to attend a Mass. 
Availability of Masses all depends of course on sufficient numbers of stewards 
volunteering.  YOUR HELP IS ESSENTIAL IF WE ARE TO RE-OPEN!   

The Archbishops have asked churches to continue to live stream Masses so that 
those who stay at home can still receive spiritual communion as part of the continued 
dispensation.  Resources, live stream details and more information can be found in 
their Coronavirus (COVID-19) section.  Alternatively visit  
https://www.churchservices.tv/timetable/  for live streams. 

Bishop David has expressed his wish that priests do not rush into opening churches 
without adequate prior and approved procedures being put into place.  In our case 
this can only be done after the works in church are completed and we have sufficient 
volunteers.  Therefore, no definite opening date can be promised as yet.  Indeed, 
Bishop David is extremely concerned about the health of all and has advised priests 
that any public act of worship may need to be deferred for some time to come, 
advocating a "soft reinstallation" programme to begin with. 
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THE MONTH OF JUNE  – MONTH OF THE SACRED HEART 

The Link Between Devotion to the Sacred Heart and Devotion to the Divine 
Mercy 

 

 
 

St. Margaret Mary Alcoque Photo by Lawrence OP (CC BY-NC 2.0) 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/paullew/2945861795 

Concluding our look at the Catholic observance of dedicating June to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, this week we are examining the link between devotion to the Sacred 
Heart and devotion to the Divine Mercy. 

An article which is very helpful in giving us a start to understanding this link is to be 
found at https://cruxnow.com/church/2016/05/sacred-heart-and-divine-mercy-two-
devotions-one-message/  from the CRUX website.   Entitled “Sacred Heart and 
Divine Mercy: Two Devotions, One Message” and written by Fr. Jeffery Kirby in 
2016, it draws attention to the striking similarity of the two saints most connected 
with the two devotions – St. Margaret Mary Alocoque and St. Faustina Kowalska.    
As described last week, in the seventeenth century during her visions of Jesus the 
former gave to the world the devotion to the Sacred Heart as it is recognised today 
and the latter from her visions of Jesus gave us the devotion to Divine Mercy in the 
twentieth century. 

Fr. Kirby writes of St. Margaret Mary that she was a simple French Visitation nun 
who was “known to be of modest intellect and clumsy in her duties” and he describes 
the poorly educated St. Faustina as “a meek Polish nun.” We can all take great heart 
that these two apparently ordinary women whose lives would have seemed to have 
passed unnoticed by the world were both personally visited by the Lord and 
entrusted with His message for us all. Quietly working on the routine (probably 
sometimes boring) daily tasks in the convent and attending to their prayer life they 
were each building a deep relationship of great love with Jesus. In His personal love 
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for them He gave them the messages that He so desires each of us to know and 
now these devotions have spread throughout the world bringing Christ’s love, 
compassion and mercy to so many in the saving of their souls.  What an 
achievement! 

Both saints are a great inspiration to us that we, the little people, can do a great deal 
and we need to not underestimate this. Wherever we are and whatever we do we 
can do it in great love for the Lord and He will turn our efforts into huge successes 
(most of which we will probably never know about until we meet the Lord in eternal 
life – and, hopefully, what a surprise it will be!). Two other great saints who draw our 
attention to this are St. Therese of Lisieux  (the Little Flower) and St. Mother Teresa. 
The former (a humble, enclosed Carmelite nun whose very short life ended at age 
twenty four) advises us that what matters in life is not great deeds but small things 
done with great love – the “Little Way.” Following her example, St. Mother Teresa 
encourages us by pointing out that we cannot all do great things but we can all do 
small things with great love. With the help of the prayers of these four great women 
we can all turn our personal disappointments, doubts, fears, anxieties and 
frustrations in our homes, workplaces etc. into a direct channel to the love, 
compassion and mercy of God – the essence of these two devotions.     

In his article, Fr. Kirby in pondering the similarity of the messages of the Sacred 
Heart and the Divine Mercy, draws our attention to the similarity of their images and 
examines the historical contexts of each devotion. 

In the seventeenth century, set against the heresies of Jansenism, he shows how 
“The Sacred Heart message of God’s burning heart of love eclipsed and replaced 
the false Jansenistic image of God’s fiery wrath and vengeance.”  In the twentieth 
century in the time between the great cruelty and suffering of the two World Wars, 
devotion to Divine Mercy was born.  In Fr. Kirby’s words, “ In the midst of the human 
drama that involved two massive wars of worldwide proportions, the rays of God’s 
mercy and grace overshadowed humanity’s rays of anger and justice. God was 
showing humanity another way.” 

Fr. Kirby finally concludes “...blatantly the two devotions have one message: 
Humanity is good and is greatly loved by God, and God generously offers mercy to 
all...God is seeking to show humanity a better way. Alongside the reality of 
humanity’s falleness and sinfulness, is the reality of fraternal compassion and mercy. 
Humanity was made for greater things than pessimism, exclusionism, and 
rigourism.” 

He advises us that the degree to which we are willing to listen to and live the 
message of mercy of these two devotions is “...the degree to which there will be 
peace in one’s heart, and peace in the world.” 

There are many other authors and articles which will help us to build on the link 
between the two devotions with the aim, of course, of drawing ever closer to the 
heart of Jesus by truly appreciating His love and mercy and extending it to others. 
Below are two: 

 



 

Firstly, the short piece at: 
https://www.thedivinemercy.org/articles/sacred-
heart-and-divine-mercy  and the more scholarly 
series by Robert Stackpole STD, director of the 
John Paul II Institute of Divine Mercy, at:  
https://www.thedivinemercy.org/articles/difference-
emphasis  
 
 
Don’t forget the wonderful first class relic of St. 
Faustina which we are incredibly fortunate to have 
at St. Edward’s and which is housed in the 
reliquary in the wall to the right of the sanctuary.    

Although we may not be able to access it currently, 
we can visualise our church where it and our first 
class relic of St. Edward both are, know that they 

are near us wherever we are and remember to ask them for their intercession for 
whatever we may be praying for. 

 

 

GIFT AID ENVELOPES 
 

New Gift Aid envelopes are already available in the parish office. Please book a day 
and time with Father Gregory by phone or email for you to pick them up. 

 

 

 
ST EDWARD’S PARISH -  THE PARISH COMMUNITY IN LOCKDOWN  

 

FACEBOOK GROUP  

 
Our new parish Facebook group – The Parish of St. Edward, RC Church, Kettering -   

continues to grow. Find the facebook group at:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2762598427183322/ 
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PARISH CALL AND CARE 

 
The Parish is continuing with its “Parish Call and Care scheme” to support isolated 
and elderly parishioners, many of whom are facing months without significant social 
contact.  If you are someone who would like to receive calls, from a fellow 
parishioner, or know of someone who you feel would appreciate such a call, please 
contact Fr Gregory in the first instance on 01536 512497 or email 
parish@stedwardskettering.org.uk with your name and phone number (and if you 
are recommending anybody else to receive such calls, their name and phone 
number).  
 
 

 

WEEKLY DONATIONS  
Some parishioners have asked how they can maintain their donations which would 
normally be given via the collection plate.  It is true that church income will 
significantly reduce as a result of the current ban on public liturgies while we are all 
being asked to stay at home and avoid unnecessary travel.  While I will endeavour to 
keep parish outgoings as low as possible, please could I ask those parishioners who 
can afford it at this time, and do not currently give by Standing Order, to consider 
donating online.   

There are several ways of donating during this crisis so that you do not need to leave 
home:  

• Online This can be done via the Diocesan website which can be found at 
https://northamptondiocese.org/ .  Scroll down to find the ‘Donate’ button and 
follow the instructions on the Catholic Diocese of Northampton Virgin money 
giving page. By indicating in the notes section of the donate page that the 
donation is for "St. Edward's Kettering" your donation will go into our parish 
account with the diocese, and will at the same time help our diocese as a 
whole.  Please note that there is the facility to Gift Aid any donation to your 
parish if you are a taxpayer.  Thank you for any help you can give. 

• Standing Order via your own bank. Alternatively, you can set up a standing 
order for donations to your parish using your online bank account. The 
information required to make the donation is as follows.  Bank; NatWest Sort 
Code; 60-06-11  Account Name; 46898093  Account Name; Northampton 
Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Payment Ref; St. Edward's, Kettering  

• Make a donation to your own parish over the phone - The Diocesan 
Finance office has now introduced ‘Giving Tuesday’. Each ‘Tuesday’ between 
10.00am and 4.00pm, a member of the finance team will be available at 
Bishop’s House to take your calls to donate to your parish community over the 
telephone. To donate simply call 01604 712065 with your debit or credit card 
details. (If you get the answering machine just leave your name and number 
NOT bank details  and you will be called back). When you get through you will 
be asked for your name & address, your parish, envelope number (if you have 
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one) and gift aid status. You can make one-off catch-up donations or regular 
weekly or monthly payments, on any Tuesday until further notice. 

• You can also support the Parish by making a donation through the 
letterbox of the presbytery at any time. 


	Keep an eye on the Vatican News channel for live streaming of events. https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html

